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News from Bu_dongo Fores't §

The Budongo Forest Pl‘OjeCt is how. entermg lts fourth year We celebrated our thxrd anmversary in September

mg is that the densities of all three of our monkey specles (blue and redtalled guenons
and black an white colobus) are higher in logged forest than in unlogged forest. Chris also 1 usos a computer to analyse
the results ( ¢ S0 chlmpanzees HlS ‘main work is in relation to seed dlSp I n most days he
can be found carefully sxevmg faeces' He found the hairs ofa young chimpanzee in chlmp faeces last year, and this -
September he found the fingers or toes of what appears to be a young monkey, species yet umdentlfied agam in chlmp
faeces. - . ' - :
Three of our 11 field assistants are dedlcated to chlmpanzee research. We have now ldentlfied 30 chxmps
individually. Many of them have injured hands or feet as a result of having been caught in snares set for duikers and
other forest animals. We now have some 200 km of transect lines cut in 8 different parts of the forest and are doing
comparative studies in these. In addition, Chris Fairgrieve is studying the ecology of blue monkeys, Charles Walaga is
studying forest soils, and two students from Makerere University are studying the forest birds and small mammals.

Kate Hill is currently in Budongo studying the impact of crop raiding by forest animals on local farmers, and Klrstm
Johnson has completed her M.Sc. thesis on the uses of minor forest products by the local population.

We work closely with the Forest Department and hope our findings will be useful to them in the formulation of
management plans for Budongo Our work has core funding from ODA under its Forest Research Programme, and
additional support | has been received from USAID National Geographnc, and the Jane Goodall Instltute, to whom we
are most grateful We are currently workmg on the effects produced by 60 years of selectlve loggmg on the structure B
and composmon of the forest and 1ts w1ldhfe, especxally chnmpanzees but also a varlety of other specm We are also i

foods, and with mcreased habltuatlon we hope to begm socnal studxes in the not too dnstant future
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