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edge of Philippine culture. For example, it is difficult to
understand the human relation behind the compadrazgo
system discussed in Chapter 14 without basic knowl-
edge of it. It seems that target viewers of the work are
Filipinos or researchers who work in Philippine Studies.
Notwithstanding, the work is of benefit to researchers
from other various fields. Additional explanations would
have made the work more accessible to a wider audi-
ence, such as researchers doing similar kinds of studies
in other places.

Second, Chapter 10 about tud-om is difficult to un-
derstand due to insufficient explanation. The narrator
states that “In general, the song’s messages center on
the expression of politely refusing the guest to whom
the song is addressed.” But the meaning of this state-
ment is difficult to understand in terms of what is ex-
plained in this chapter. In his former book, the author
explains this issue differently, arguing that this is a
rhetorical effect in which the singer articulates diffi-
culty in the song text, thus enlarging the value of giving
expressed in the singing [Buenconsejo 2002: 309-310]
This is one of the more important points that require
detailed explanation to understand the social function of
tud-om.

This work employs two kinds of effects of visuals
and sounds; 1) The symbolic effect of visual images with
sounds, and 2) poetic visual effects. For example, the
former appears in the DVD menu as an image of the
hands of two persons passing betel nut and the back-
ground music of a bamboo zither playing in the style of
the 19" century’s Spanish fandango. The hands show
the main theme of the video, which is the value for
human recognition of the Manobo, while the fandango
suggests the long history of their acceptance of Visayan
culture. The latter appears as the layered use of images
from tud-om performance and the rainy scene in Chap-
ter 10. This effect compels the viewers to imagine the
singer’s mind and his song performance as a metaphor
for the “washing away” of negative emotion in human
beings, just as rains wash away the soil. These kinds of
visual effects thus help to articulate the contents of the

work to viewers in a more engaging manner.
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This work is recommended not only for advanced
researchers of ethnomusicology, anthropology and
other related fields but also for whoever shares an inter-
est in these fields.

(Taguchi Motohide {HH1H%) - Freelance Composer)
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