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Affirmative Action for Minorities to Go to Higher Education
in Vietnam under Doi Moi:
Through Analysis on Group Structures of Minority University Students

ITo Miho*

Abstract

Several aspects of Vietnamese society and people have changed since the adoption of the Doi Moi policy
at the 6™ Communist Party National Congress in 1986. It has led to a rapid spread of higher education all
over the country, including mountainous regions where many minority people live. Since the beginning of
1990s, The Government of Vietnam and the Ministry of Education and Training have implemented some
affirmative action policies to increase the number of minority university students. This paper shows which
minority students have gained as a result of these affirmative action policies.

In the 1990s, a mass movement towards higher education, which had once been only available for a
small number of the elite, suddenly expanded, even to minorities in mountain regions. There were two
main reasons why affirmative action for minority students led to higher education. Firstly, the employment
allotment system of the Vietnamese government was abolished at the beginning of the Doi Moi period and
people were able to choose the career paths they wished for. Secondly, the change of the Vietnamese
government’s minority policy aimed to give them a main part in the administrative control in mountainous
regions.

The findings herein, based on research undertaken at four major universities in Hanoi during 2004 to
2005 indicate that affirmative action brought about two major consequences for minority behavior in rela-
tion to higher education. Firstly, affirmative action helped minority children who live in undeveloped remote
regions or who are “distant minorities” from the center of national power and offer them opportunities to
access university education. In fact, some people have chosen to change their ethnic status in order to
gain from the affirmative action policies. On the other hand, students who have a particular ethnic back-
ground tend to proceed to universities more easily. This is because affirmative action was not intended to
equally expand learning opportunities to “all minorities,” but was also based on the principle of competition
to select and train future elite government officials for the mountainous regions.
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rong ddo tao mé rong & cac trudng dai hoc, cao ddng va trung hoc chuyén nghiép.

TTLBDHTHCN-TC 157/LB: Théng tu lién B Pai hoc va THCN-Tai chinh s§ 157/LB. ngay 9/8/1968. Hudng dén
thi hanh quyét dinh s 104-TTg ngay 5/7/1968 ctia hoi dong chinh phu v& viéc sira dbi ché d6 hoc bdng cho hoc
sinh cac truong dai hoc va trung hoc chuyén nghiép.

N FLABEFIWET =754 b

http://www.moet.gov.vn/?page=11.9&view=5361 (2009 4£ 12 B 2 H &)

N FAFFEEY 27 A b
http://moj.gov.vn/hoidappl/Lists/DanhSachCauHoi/View_Detrail.aspx?ItemID=3950 (201142 H 7 H %)
N b F2fERT = T b

http://www.gso.gov.vn/default_en.aspx?tabid=474&idmid=3&ItemID=6681 (2009 4% 2 H 28 H %)
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