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Kamonphorn Kanchanaza

Sawasdee-kha.My name is Kamonphorn Kanchana, a research student
from Thailand, supervised by Professor Unesaki and financially supported
by MEXT. You can call me Natty, which is my nickname. This may sound
unfamiliar for Japanese but Thais usually have nicknames. My research
area is energy policy focusing on energy security strategy for countries in
South East Asia. Energy policy..you may wonder what | am doing at
KURRI. I also asked myself that same question when knowing | am only
social-scientist surrounded by natural scientists. Instead of culture shock,
for a political-science upbringing like me, | had an academic shock.
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However, | now realized that what | was so scared of is not that bad. Yet,
the word interdisciplinary started playing its role when | attend lab's
weekly seminar. In Professor Unesaki's lab, we have diversified academic
backgrounds namely chemistry, international relations, mathematics,
physics and so on. With Professor's expertise and precise guidance, we
are encouraged to share our opinions from different perspectives. The
most outstanding significance is that we have a chance to learn, to

widen our knowledge and to be able to review our research topics from
various angles--beyond our academic familiarity.
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In addition to lab fellows, the ‘gakusei heya' atmosphere also allows
interdisciplinary learning. Those never visited the student room may not
know what we have been up to here. However, underneath our
chitchatting, it is knowledge sharing among students from different labs.
KURRI, in my opinion, is therefore a prefect place where productive
learning can be made on a daily basis. | feel blessed and thankful to my
Professor who giving me this incredible opportunity.
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