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A Study on Bai-lian-jiao &%3f in Ming B Dynasty: Its
Relation to the Economic Strife and the Newly-born Community

Susumu Fuma

During Jia-Jing 35%5 era in Ming B Dynasty, the rebellion of Bai-
lian-jiao E58#; believers arose from north to south in China. Ma-zu-shi
Eiflffi and his followers, who rebelled in Wu-zhen Ejgi of Hu-zhou-fu
W in Jiang-nan {1§g, advocated that they would relieve 92 hundred
million people in thirteen bu-zheng-shi i) and that the rulers should
be replaced. Besides landed farmers, land-owning, tenant farmers, and
Tian-hu {HF, many Shi-tai-fus +7F took part in those associations.
Therefore, their movement wasn’t likely to join hands with Kang-zu #{jif
(non-payment of farm rent) movement, but it had also aim of distributing
land to peasants.

The movement of Bai-lian-jiao [5&%#; was very vigorous especially
in Shan-xi |5 Province. They acted in union with the Mongolian tribes
and emigrated to Mongolia during Jia-jing 35% era and gave pieces of
the land to peasants. Since most members of those societies were peasants
who could not put up with the heavy rent, the Bai-lian-jiao [35&%L belie-
vers declared that they wouldn’t collect taxes and resisted against the
authorities of the State, asking why it should collect taxes from peasants.

Some vulgar religious societies such as Bai-lian-jiao [55%% organized
new communities. Those societies disputed over the problems of what
family and its private property should be, and denounced the State to the

effect that the State was immoral.
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