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Instead of considering Wu 4% being dominated by Tiandi Xl Ye
Shi emphasized the parallel relationship between the two whose substance
should be simultaneously Qi 4. According to his theory, Li and Dao
38 are in both Tiandi and Wu, and they are in no sense superior to Tiandi
and Wu.

Ye Shi went further that mankind, who also belongs to Wu, realizes
usefulness (Yong f) of Wu through his labor (Qinlao &)%5). This idea
is a crucial point for the formation of his utilitarianistic and realistic
ideology, as was called Shigongpai HEIhJE in those days.

Interpreting the unitary Principle divided into two natures, the Yin
f& and Yang B2, Ye Shi further stressed the dominant role of the latter
but at the same time not neglecting the importance of mutual harmonization
(Zhongyong ). As the above concept was applied to the country, the
role of Furen E A (wealthy people, the landlord class) had to be recognized.

THE GUANDIAN EJE - TAFANG i5E IN PEKING AND
COMMERCIAL TAXATION IN THE EARLY MING DYNASTY

ARAMIYA Manabu

Preceding studies have regarded the Guandian and Tafang in the
Ming dynasty as a kind of warehouse, and investigated it from the view
of the development of the commercial structure. This paper illustrates
that they had very much to do with the commercial taxation and trade,
and describes them as performing a complex function as warehouse,
brokerage and commercial taxation office.

In 1409, the Ming government founded the Guandian and Tafang in
Peking. The government took the initiative as in Nanking, in order to
deal with the serious decline in the economy in the early Ming. They
were around the Gulouxiadajie B TFA# in the north of the Peking
city, and the Dengshijie % in the south of the city, where had been
the commercial center since the Yuan dynasty. Xiangzhang fEH under

the Lijia B system was responsible for the management. In the early
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Ming, merchants carrying abundant goods were nearly obliged to use this
facility, and besides the storage fee and the brokerage, they had to pay
commercial tax (each of them was 1/30 of commodity price).

Afterward, the privileged class including imperial relatives, meritorious
ministers and eunuchs took notice the profitability of Guandian and Tafang.
As they were given Guandian and Tafang as rewards and founded
Kediantafang ZJE#HE without permission, the privileged class gradually
came to insist on the private ownership of them. The competition between
their private Tafang and the public Guandian caused the decrease of
commercial taxation. Through the separation of the warehousing business
and brokerage from the complex Guandian and Tafang system, Guandian

came to work mainly as commercial taxation office in the late Ming period.

THE RISE OF THE NANZHAO KINGDOM gzEE

HAvYASHI Kenichiro

Many studies of Nanzhao kingdom have focused on its tribal attribution.
On the other hand, many other studies have stressed the importance of the
growth of imperial Meng Zg family’s power as a crucial element for the
rise of the kingdom. This paper explains the birth of the Nanzhao kingdom
from the view of the formation of the ruling class and its relations with
the outer world.

Firstly, the kingdom was established by joint political partnership
between Meng family and a local power. The powerful ruling class of
the Dali A3 basin, at the central area of the kingdom, played an important
part in this partnership. The alliance between the Meng family and the
local power was made possible mainly because of the increasingly tense
relationship between Tang and Tufan g3 during the 8th century. Yunnan
played the role of buffer zone between the two.

Secondly, Tang’s rapid expansion into Yunnan, which brought about
the resistance of the Nanzhao kingdom, had a great deal to do with the

recapture of the fortress of Anrong &K as a strong counter-measure

_3_



