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The Role of Completion Research in Nikkensei Education:
An Analysis Based on the 2011 Course Guide

Ruchira Palihawadana, Mariko Mori

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to reveal the role and significance of completion research in the curriculum
of Japanese government scholarship holders (Nikkensei) of the category Japanese Study Student. The
completion research has two main functions: 1) it serves as the criteria for acknowledging the completion
of the program, educationally enabling the students to develop all-round academic ability and specialized
knowledge, which cannot be easily acquired through normal lecture auditing; and 2) it accompanies many
supportive courses that provide students the opportunity to acquire specialized academic skills as well as
research skills. Furthermore, this study classifies the course design of the programs offered to Nikkensei
students country wide, thereby indicating the close relationship between the completion research and the type

of course design.
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