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previous ten years, but also confirmed that the courts were issuing

judgments that recognized a wife’s right to seek a divorce. In this context,
the authorities began to consider revision of the regulations concerning
divorce in the Chosen Civil Affairs Ordinance from the end of 1921, and in
September, 1922 the Committee for the Revision of the Chosen Civil Affairs
Ordinance and People’s Household Registers decided to apply Japanese civil
law in regard to divorce-between Korean couples (section four). -

.

The Geographers at Kenkoku: University in Manchukuo
and Their Activities: With a Focus
on Zenzo Miyakawa

N

by

SHIBATA Yoichi

The purpose of this paper is to reveal the characteristics of the activities
of geographers in a Japanese colony during World War I by focusing on
Zenzo Miyakawa (1904-1985) at Kenkoku University, which was founded as
the highest educational institution of the liberal arts at the capital Shinkyo
(Changchun) of Manchukuo in 1938. Using original documents, memoirs, and
interviews with the former students of the university, I examine the
research and educational activities of Miyakawa under colonial conditions
that differed from those of mainland Japan.

I first analyze the research activities of Miyakawa at the university. He
started a geographical study of Manchukuo that was based on a new
discipline created by Syoichi Sakuta who was a vice president of the
university. Miyakawa organized research groups (kenkyi-han) and conducted
research into population problems, in cooperation with State Council
(Kokumu-in) of Manchukuo. As a result, he participated in the national
planning of Manchukuo. These experiences deepened his interest in
geopolitical studies.

Next, I examine the ideological composmon of and the positions advocated
in Miyakawa’s geopolitics. Criticizing the earlier geopolitics that were based
on a Japanese standpoint, for example, the “Japanese geopolitics” of
Saneshige Komaki, Miyakawa tried to advocate “Manchurian geopolitics”
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from the standpoint of Manchukuo, and explained his thinking on the
Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere and the geopolitical position of
Manchukuo. However, Miyakawa’s geopolitics and “Japanese geopolitics” did
not differ much in their geopolitical views. The main reason is that his
“geopolitics put Manchukuo in an aux111ary position to those of the ]apanese
Empire.

Thirdly, I consider the educational activities of Miyakawa at the
university, He lectured on “Manchurian geopolitics” in required geography
-courses. His lectures were received as “lucid” and “novel” by the Japanese
~ students. In contrast the Chinese students regarded his lecture as education
- designed to enslave them, as were the lectures on history and Shinto.

Through an examination of these points, I have come to the conclusion
that the following: two aspeéts were the characteristics of activities of
geographers in this Japanese colony. First, unlike geographers in mainland
Japan, they were engaged in the research activities in cooperatlon with the
/ administrative organs of the state. Secondly, they tried to construct a new
geopolitics from the standpoint of Manchukuo that was independent from
that of mainland Japan. These characteristics suggest the diversity in the
development of geographical research in the Japanese Empire.
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