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Images of the Relationships between Elderly Persons
and Their Children: Visual Narratives of Past,
Present, and Future

YAMADA Yoko and MURAKAMI Kohei

This study had three purposes. First, it examined how elderly persons represent
themselves and their relationships with their children. Second, it compared the patterns
characterizing these relationships with those in the drawings of young adults taken
from previous studies. Third, it identified the narrative themes that structured visual
life stories of the past, present, and future. Three kinds of drawings (of past, present,
and future relationships) were collected from 70 participants (males: 36, females: 34;
average age: 70.9 years) , and the following nine fundamental patterns of relationship
were observed: ) wrapping, @ supporting, @ looking after, @ siding, & facing, ®
separating, @ leading, giving, and @ punishing. These fundamental patterns were
common to the young adults’ drawings depicting their relationships with their mothers.
Four narrative structures and themes were identified: cycle story (the future pattern
resembling the past) , reversal story (from caring for to being cared for) , independent
story (moving from dependence to independence) , and consistent story (no changing

among three fundamental patterns from past to future) .

_70_



