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Partnership, Family and Continuity to the Next Generation
among Gay Men and Lesbians

Hideki Sunagawa

In recent years, not only in Europe or North America, but also in Latin
America, we see a widening of legalizing partnership between the same
sex. However, there has not been discussion on the family that takes this
into account. Moreover, in the U.S., there are increasing cases where
lesbian couples procreate through artificial insemination. How can
anthropological kinship studies deal with this? In Japan, there are no
institutional bases for legalizing and securing same-sex couples, so that
often, the system of adoption in the name of parent-child has been used
between mature persons instead. Here, | will also consider how this
absence of legal security and the substitutive system of adoption has
affected the relationship among gay men and leshians in Japan.
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