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A Review concerning the Meaning Classification of
Possibility Expressions
—Based on the Point of Realizability—

Abstract

In this review, I classified the semantic/structural types of possibility
expressions that possible verbs are used as predicates, based on “the
point of realizability”. And then, I identified the syntactical features
that supported the types, and reviewed what each type expresses the
meaning of possibility. I discovered that the meaning of possibility
expression sentences cannot be clearly divided into < potential
possibility > and < actual possibility >, but that there are types that
show the transition from the former to the latter. In addition, I
analyzed under what structural features the meaning of <
potential/actual > possibility expressions tend to appear, and how the
transition between two types takes place. Moreover, we cannot deny
the linkage between the meaning of possibility expressions and the
form of tense that the predicate shows, but, I concluded that the
meaning of possibility expressions is directed by the relation between

the situation and timeliness that a sentence expresses.
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