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Effectiveness of Partnership between Civil Society Organizations
Am SO H and Local Governments for Disaster Risk Reduction in Asia:
Perspectives from Indonesia and Malaysia
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Nowhere are disasters increasing faster and greater than in Asia. The human factor
makes a natural event or hazard disastrous. It is why disaster risk reduction (DRR) is

more and more critical which aims to reduce socio-economic vulnerabilities to disaster

as dealing with the environmental and other hazards that trigger them. Although

tremendous efforts have been made to reduce disaster risks, the damage and impacts by
disasters are still very severe. This may imply the need of a new and additional

approach to DRR. In this sense, the involvement and roles of local stakeholders such

as local governments (LGs) and civil society organizations (CSOs) is a key to further

strengthen the DRR capacity. This research aims to identify the gaps in the DRR tasks
and the effective collaborative areas and framework to improve the current DRR

capacity based on the analysis deprived from two types of questionnaire survey, case

studies and interviews with DRR experts from CSOs and LGs.

The thesis is divided into four parts and consists of nine chapters. Part | that include
Chapter one and two provides the background of the research and the overview of
roles of DRR stakeholders at different levels. Part Il that consists of Chapter three and
four highlights how a regional actor can contribute to DRR capacity development of
local level and the case studies of CSOs from Indonesia and Malaysia. Part Il that
consists of Chapter five, six and seven analyzes the results of the interviews with DRR
experts from CSOs and LGS, and the results of two types of the questionnaire survey.
Part 1V that includes Chapter eight and nine discusses the future effective DRR frame
work with various stakeholders and what the important factors to overcome the current
challenges and gaps are.

Chapter one introduces the background, objectives, questions and hypotheses of this
research. This chapter briefly describes the background of disaster history in Asia and

how DRR became one of the priority issues in Asia. It also describes the methodology
and presents the research locations and the outline of the dissertation.

Chapter two provides a literature review of the roles of DRR stakeholders at different
levels and highlights the importance of especially the roles of LGs and CSOs in DRR
and why it is necessary for them to be deeply involved in the DRR tasks.




Chapter three reviews the case study of an Asian CSO Network in DRR. The
characteristics of the effective network are discussed and a collaborative area among
the network, CSOs and LGs is examined.

Chapter four collects the case studies of CSOs in Indonesia and Malaysia that includes
the community-based preparedness programme, the capacity development of CSOs and
LGs and the establishment of the journalist network. Through these case studies, the
current challenges and issues in the DRR activities by CSOs and LGs are discussed.

Chapter five includes the interview results of sixteen DRR experts from CSOs, LGs as
well as two national government officials in Asia. Based on their recommendation and

identification of the issues and challenges, the need for establishment of the local

platform was strongly suggested, and the local DRR framework that summarizes the

interview results is presented.

Chapter six analyzes the research findings of the questionnaire survey on the
understanding of DRR issues at local level. Their understanding on the roles of CSOs
and LGs, the knowledge level on the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA), and the
identification of the major DRR stakeholders and collaborative area between CSOs and
LGs are discussed.

Chapter seven examines the research findings of the involvement and priority on the
DRR 20 tasks at local level. The gaps in the DRR 20 tasks in Indonesia and Malaysia
are identified and how these gaps can be improved and filled are analyzed.

Chapter eight discusses the major gaps and challenges in the current DRR
implementation in Asia based on the interviews and survey findings. Furthermore, the
possible collaboration areas among the different stakeholders and the effective DRR
framework that includes all the stakeholders are examined. The key factors identified
include “Local-centered”, “Involvement of multi-stakeholder at all levels” and “Linking
with all the stakeholders™.

Chapter nine summarizes the key findings of this thesis and provides the future
research scope.
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