be: 1. to obtain a correct estimate of the amount
and . kind of variability characteristic of living
primate species; 2. to refrain from speculations too
narrowly based (insufficient number of fossil speci-
mens); 3. to make sure either that all measurements
are taken by the same person or that the measuring
methods are similar.

A clearer defnition of the problems raised by the
study of the dentition of early hominids is probably
the first step toward solving these problems and at
the same time clearing up some of the taxonomic
confusion that currently obscures much of the
discussion about the origins of man.
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