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Ana Karina Zavala Guillen: Polymorphism of chromosomal
location of 18S IDNA

As in other higher eukaryotes, part of the Homo and Pan
genomes include regions composed of repetitive DNA that is
variable in size, composition, genomic distribution and
evolutionary significance. Recent evidence has also shown
these regions to be actively involved in chromosome
dynamics and evolution. One example of these repeated DNA
sequences are the genes coding for ribosomal RNA. On the
basis of their ubiquity, availability in high copy number, and
conservative nature, combined with the "existence" of
sequence heterogeneity, these genes constitute useful sources
for long and short-term molecular and chromosomal
investigations into phylogeny and genetical evolution.
Screening of the 18S rDNA on the human and chimpanzee
chromosome complement is being performed by means of
fluorescent in situ hybridization with the aim of analyzing,
describing and discussing inter and intraspecific variations.

Claudia Sousa: The study of cognition and behavior in
chimpanzees in terms of comparative
cognitive science. '

The goal of this research is to clarify the intellectual
ability of chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) related with the tool
use behavior. To achieve the final goal, two different
approaches are being used, the study in the laboratory and in

the wild. The study at the laboratory consists on the so called
"Token Experiments" performed by adult chimpanzees (the
main subjects are Ai and Pendesa). This part of the study also
includes the behavioral development of an infant chimpanzee,
Ayumu, in the context of the "Token Experiments" performed
by the mother. The study in the wild consists on the study of
the development of a tool-using behavior, the use of leaves to
drink water by Bossou chimpanzees. At a final step a
comparative approach will be used to correlate the data
collected under the two different approaches.
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Maura Lucia Celli: Learning processes have been investigated

in captive chimpanzees

Using the acquisition and performance of a tool use task
to screen the cognitive processes involved. The task is a
simulation of - behaviors observed in wild chimpanzees'
repertoire and therefore, the implementation of such task has
been concomitantly analyzed on the
enrichment viewpoint. Further experiments of transmission of
knowledge across generations have also been conducted.

environmental
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Gordon Barrett: Behavioral neuroendocrinology of male
. Japanese macaques

During the period April 2000 to March 2001, I designed
and initiated my doctoral research. I also wrote, revised and
had accepted for publication two manuscripts from my
Master's work during this time. Additionally, I have done
some further hormonal and behavioral analyses on my
Master's samples and am working on another manuscript
describing these results. As well as work on my main doctoral
project, I have also collected samples from thesus monkeys to
examine a related problem concerning the measuring of stress
by non-invasive means. Lastly, I collaborated in a study of the
hormonal correlates of maternal behavior, lead by Dr.
Massimo Bardi. ‘
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