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Social Movements and Collective Violence:

A Case Study of the Nellie Massacre and Anti-Foreigners’ Movement in Assam

KIMURA Makiko

Abstract

Acts of collective violence (or so-called “riots”) appear to take place spontaneously, but usually
coincide with large-scale social movements or political change. With this relationship in mind, this
article focuses on analyzing the interactions between the masses who participate in the violence
and the movement leaders. The case study of the Nellie Massacre, which took place during the
Assam Legislative Assembly election in 1983, reveals that acts of collective violence can happen
when both the participating masses and the movement leaders stand to benefit from them. In the
case of Nellie, the role of the movement’s leaders does not appear obvious, but it is important
to note that the ideology used by the movement divided the communities and legitimized the
persecution of the Muslims. This article also focuses on the responsibility of the Government of
India and the Congress party, which prioritized the implementation of the election in order to elect
the Congress government in Assam state and underestimated the possibility of a large-scale riot.
In conclusion, I emphasize the need to analyze not only the decision-making process among the
masses but also the responsibilities of politicians and movement leaders who create the conditions

that enable such violence to take place.
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REMROBRIZH Do F72. OFME L2 S 2000 FARNT THIELZL Y Fy— - AR A
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DT v LR80T Y =TI BT SIS ERECMES ORI, 83T v A INFHRSHELEIED
FIR 8D Y 7 BIERB Z G S L7z,
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BURHY - A 20EBERBUE L ORI ED X ) SNBSS SNE7E5 ) e WHH % [FHE)] Bl
T VEAWRDOSINE T [N - BRI 2R LR 6N DV R 1952], ZAUIR L,
MEREZRBLZ N 7Y G 18 A FY AQERREE 2 &2 0 L. [£F) - T3/ I —F
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TORPTY) — Mg L3525 2 L)5i@Fd S 17z, [Guha 1983; 77+ 2000]
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VHELEFEIIRLTVE, —RT) - MIEHESN TV LI ICRZTH, WA oARER &
RAz) — b &3R8 B EFHFOR T S - HEXS 2 ) OFRW A2 T LWL H Y |
MG ORZEA—3 L 7B R B 25T 20 & VO R L Y ZETH A (3. F72. #h
HOEAEOE IR TORETIETY) — ML ZEMELTREDL D LW, ERZEAHEN
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%o [Varshney 2002: 95-6]
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PAMENEF DT BT, TA VA DOBUEFE A DY - T4+ =137 v F 2N TOREBER
KL EEBOE T ) & [ 15338 Nativism) JEB)| LIFO, Mo MR ER & I@E0 LT o
&9 AR L 720 BRI O KEBROBE AL ) ALONT v AHRKRE SBLL,
RIS RASBUAN - BFNIE 2 MBI OV e TH D, T v A OBE X AT 50% 5T
CHPMRIALVEDBRTH 5 XY HIVRA A Y & EFE O EE (MG DR ER /3 —
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72 [Weiner 1978: 7-8]
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MOERDL AT L. AASU SRS T v MMk 2 COBRBERIZOV IR FHED
FAESTFM SN, BB OIS T 2 H OB ZNIDS LA orz, 728218 A T4 T
I ATV AMOFEEL THMIPIKATEZ 5 2 EAESN LA, EIRLT L0H] Lv) EiE

KHRFEOT PV r—2 a2 - 84 0y MIEDT T 5, AL, [FAEBRE 5000 A bR
FAUL, FEIEERT 2] L) b DTH o7z [Gupta 1984: 29-30]

FERE, 19834 1 A 6 HIZIE, #EIFBUF & OXD S ko> T AASUDY — 5 —, REDOT T 7
TN RNV EEREOT) T T BT TINT 4 OBETEHE N T, L
7> L3t S 7% 2o 7 OF A TR & o TEEMIHRHASHUS 41, FUEZ F v v R— V3R -
TWwolze AASURINE [ 7 v ADEfZ P 2ikaOi ] EIFDY, #E L HIET 572012
3H 50 2 a7z, BUFMOMETIE, 19834FED 1 A6 3 HOMIZ, #HERA a3y b &
LCUTFD L) AP EE ST 5, % - BOMIEITZ 545 . EEMEDO R Y v 7 B
H\ZOBIEANOHED SR E X MR HAT4 193 . B K ORI O NI 274 72 & TH %o
[Tewary Commission Report 1984: 424-425]]

WAHBREEEO—HETLD AASUDFEA v MIER L7720, FIEE2 R H T, EEGT
Hi TETY b0l L HEA] EaBENTwsoiz, ZORE, THHEN] LAa ST
L REROBEZFEHTH LN HIVARLAA) AR, —A P - ¥ Foy—0 AASU {788 |25
% F o T E OS5 C2 B RIEO B (Plains Tribal Council of Assam, PTCA) 7 & % S
THHMEREE . AASU HE & o ¢ — il DR 0E - 72,

ZHLC BEHEMO2H 1L H2ST7 v AMO KM CHRHMEZRIE S 72, RO KB
BHIT T 7T INRED Y T VBT 7 — LSO FHME T, PTCA %3235 § 2 e HERRK
F& AASU THFED 7 v A AOM TR E 720 TOMIK TR MUABERTH Y. FhETIZT v
LAA100 B U EFEE R M L7z £72, ABOEMHRRALL YT Y RO 77 7<7 b7 )IHTvOH
FNATHIFHTRETWDE, COHBTENRY TIVRLAZA) A ET vy F 2 AOMTHibZ O Bk
SEDAFTE L EERB OB T v A A 20 2413 EFFHE Sz, [Mehta Commission Report 1985:
168-170]
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Fro, Ty aMehERL L. AR ARITPRESNIDITTIE v, FEE. BUFOZRE
SEFEERER THRICE VRSN A = ZEHAMETIC L 2 L. ZORINIIE X 724 MY
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&0 LHIEDSR DR o DN OHIGTZ 5 72 2 EDTEFIIBITONLTEA ) T L,
FEE DO TH ) =L L Tz C S IERBEW R WAS, EER A Ty MIWMA RS 2R8I T v
FLMEEIZIEY . EINEER D 10 T AEZB 272,

BUfF i E I BT, BEEMIM R OEERIE 3023 A HE SN Twb, Lo L., FEHEETR
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CREBO/NHBELEICBT A2H S A2 b L1292 A v A A ) —HiRc BT
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BEIZL T 5,
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ORBELTEBRRZIETEZ P> 720 TOHIHTIE, 7 v 2INDINE 7 TN T 1 H S I5EFH R
5L, BLAHBEOEE THEHBEIEE LAY, B OE) HA T HF Vi
EHTHRT O A R AR E R LY | B R R L T,

FIIBMLZEIE, 29 LAHBO Ry 87— 27 %l U CGEROZRE & oo T/, BB
N7z LA AOFORPFIE, BERETH LT 1 70, Btk ESND 7 v 7. f§Eh —
ARNTHLL I RE, Ty AEOREDIAEINTHNENLTHLH, LTI OHIRIZD
T oo LEEOFEIIIEF IS 07z MERY A5 B O TIZA A ADEHEIRE L
L, 714720007 — XA MNEIZAASUDKRA Ty bATHF LA EPHRENTVE, K
HHEL N GEB) L5 R A T v MR 2 KA O M OX il & g O 7 DB EV v,
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) =BT B EBOREE L ERICEGII Db o R ERER HIER L OBRICO W
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BT E Vv, 72, BAEBIICBIT 2 HE)ICE L C. MmO EBFEEL T I 2 S VEROfRE
BO—FHWRIET 2 L) BTV, SRR OZEOME, 7 L& s TEAMEME
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fhb LKA F - Tz, £72, BHEREIC X 2B EA TV Wl TlE, BERKEOBTY
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BHINRENTESL T, HHDOT 1 7% EOHERKED AASU ZHTH- 727,
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AU—=H Y T—H LTIz, VR 57259, 72720, WHOMT [FHEA] (ICBT 2805, HE
OFRDIT T L T zblF Tl v, ZHUE, B 2HEO—RE Vo772 L NV TiER L, i
L ARNNVIZBITAHETH S,

AASU (X 45%), EED Y —7 v b % [ £ ZH (bohiragoto) | & L CW7zHhs, BIIRE I [H4E
N (bideshi) | LABIE L7z MRHMIAOBEEAIZ LY BN S OBROTFHIL VT v 4 40
Tlx. MEHBEADEIASOHERTH 2L [1HoT | OBICBRRZOT RISk T 5 UED -,
L L. $ZH0HFRERIH L TEA ¥ FOMMA»SORSEL M, SRS M2 0BRE
WoiiEs 3LV 2070, EHOELEZ &GO L20, ¥ =7 v M & SHEAN] & L7
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and AAGSP 1980: 6]

—H. AV —HELOERIE, 4 V¥ 2 —ORPIFRIEHEE L ho/za R ) a7zb % [3IY
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HIWFHRLAY) ABROTHNS L EBRNRECa AN D 25-30% % Ho Tz, Sk [Ny 7T
TYa Nl ERBEND I ENEDoloh, ERIIRERIEAL? S OBROFHLL <, ) —F
FHEOF b 1940 SERIZ LAY ABRICEWTIF SN L TH L. TERONRE 7> 72 A2 OREL
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BN\ FRIIN U I T2 a2 JHRF RS UL OBRICHE LTI, B SGEEMGLIO 28 05
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