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nam. Although the Zongli Yamen was conscious of this “error,” it responded with
a message that the Yunnan troops would not be allowed to cross the border. De
Rochechouart spuriously reported to his government that the response was an
acceptance of the demand for troop withdrawals. Thereafter, the Qing army com-
pleted its campaign in Tonkin and withdrew in accordance with its own pre-
determined policy. Regarding its own position satisfied, France took a stance
maintaining the status quo and viewing the relationship between Qing and Vietnam
as a “ritualized” ceremonial one. This led to relations between China and France
that continued under a state of “mutual miscomprehension.” However, later
events forced the Qing government to once again dispatch troops and that re-
sulted in the French reaction that subsequently developed into the “I'affaire du
Tonkin.”

In researching this article, I have been able to prove that the mistranslation,
which has been thought to be an error leading to war, was in fact a deliberate act
intended to avoid the conflict.

A CONSIDERATION OF SHAO FANG, A COMMONER
OF DANYANG: THE POLITIQUES
OF THE LATE MING AS SEEN
FROM THE ACTIONS
OF A POLITICIAN

JoucH! Takashi

The Yugang zhai bi zhu B[54 of the scholar Wang Kentang 1 & from
the Wanli era (1573-1620) contains an episode about the return of Gao Gong &,
who had been senior grand secretary & #f during the Longging era (1567-1572),
to office for the second time. The episode involves the “commoner” #F 7K Shao
Fang A5 from Danyang (present-day city of Danyang in Jiangsu). Officials who
were out of office and had retired to their homes sought Shao Fang’s intercession.
He was able to respond to their demands by using the money he received from
them to fund their return through connections with eunuchs, and thus he realized
Gao Gong's political revival. Taking this incident as its starting point, this article
details Shao Fang’s achievements on the basis of the Shao shi zongpu FIFEGERE,
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which is found in the Shanghai library, and considers how the activities of a politi-
cian outside the government had sufficient influence to greatly impact the political
situation for a time. Through this examination, I attempt to portray in detail the
political world of the late Ming.

The multi-talented Shao Fang abandoned a career as an official after failing in
the examinations and chose to make his livelihood as a commoner. He read
through books of all genres and devoted himself to various disciplines, including
military tactics. His services were acquired by the governor general #2’& Hu
Zongxian 5% % . He effectively exercised his talents while serving in Hu Zong-
xian’s headquarters in operations against the Japanese raiders, and using his
relationship to the officials in Hu Zongxian’s headquarters as foothold, he built a
wide-ranging network of relationships in the bureaucratic world. He later served
under Gao Gong, operating actively as a special advisor, and he also operated as
his agent carrying out the dirty work of the bureaucrats. After Gao Gong was
ousted, his rival Zhang Juzheng & IF. fearing the political influence of Shao Fang
pressed for his execution.

The existence of a commoner politicians like Shao Fang who could exercise
power great enough to drive a senior grand secretary from office can be confirmed
from a number of contemporary sources. Armed with the spirit of gallantry in less
than optimal circumstances during a period of internal distress and external trou-
bles, they occupied a firm position in the political realm of the day. The bureau-
cratic class also fully recognized their power and actively exploited it. The free-
wheeling nature of this political world can be described as special characteristic of
the late-Ming politics.

INVASION OF THE RYUKYU KINGDOM
AND JAPANESE AND MING RELATIONS

WATANABE Miki

The Ryiiky(i kingdom was defeated in the invasion of 1609 by the Satsuma do-
main of the Shimazu clan, with the result that the kingdom came to be brought
into the political orbit of Tokugawa Japan, while maintaining its tributary relation-
ship with Ming China that had been in place since the latter half of the 14th cen-
tury. As has been made clear in previous research, the chief goal of the invasion
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