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In Remembrance of Professor Shuichi Tasaki

Shigeru Ajisaka

It had been passed almost 10 years since Professor Shuichi Tasaki had started working
at Waseda UniV'érsity in 2000. By chance, I entered Waseda University at the same time,
and it was very fortunate for me to be able to hear his lectures. From the beginning, his
lectures had a good reputation among students. He was always responding students in
a politely and friendly manner. I was one of those students who were attracted by his
clear explanation and mental sharpness as well as his warm personality. Beyond doubt,
I chose to belong to his laboratory, and since then, I had the chance to learn from him
any and all things, which include not only physics, but also philosophy, foreign culture,
psychology etc.

I was always very impressed by his way of research. His interests were quite broad
in many aspects; theory and experiment; physics, mathematics, and philosophy. He was
always facing fundamental problems. He was a man who considers problems deeply more
than anyone. He was not a kind of person who follows research-trend without careful
consideration. He has never published paper unless he feels the work is 100% satisfied.
He was a genuine researcher who seeks a truth in our world.

The research area of Professor Tasaki was indeed very broad. It includes condensed
matter physics, statistical mechanics, quantum theory, quantum information science, dy-
namical systems, and so on. In addition to that, his approach covers theory and experi-
ment in both physically and mathematically satisfactory manner. This expresses one of
his surprising ability and character considering a recent trend to highly specialize one’s
research field. The detail of his research including his publication list is presented in this
volume by Professor Pierre Gaspard. ‘

At the same time, he was a very warm person in heart for everyone. He took care of
me not only for education but also for personal matters. I remember the day when I got
a partial exemption of a scholarship from Japan Student Services Organization. When
I reported this to Professor Tasaki, he was delighted at this news as if it had been his
own. I will not forget his face. I am sure that all people who knows Professor Tasaki has
touched such a warm personality and this is one of his biggest attractions. One can even
know this from the fact that most of the invited authors kindly accepted the sudden offer
to contribute to this volume though many of them were in a quite busy moment.

Now I have to explain his fighting with the disease since the year 2006. Professor Tasaki
was hospitalized in July of 2006. It was supposed to be just for a health check. However,
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he turned out to suffer a serious disease, called a myasthenia. Since then, he saw doctors
regularly. Professor Tasaki asked us not to come to see him, but we (his students and
collaborators) went to an office of the hospital to leave some sweets. At that time, he
asked a nurse to call us back, and we could have a chance to talk with him. He looked
quite sick, but even in that situation he was caring our research. He looked vital only when
we were talking. In December of 2006, he had once recovered and returned to university.
Though he could not frequently come to university, it seems that he was getting better.
After about one year, he could come to university like he used to.

At that time, I was writing a Ph.D. thesis and Professor Tasaki was my supervisor. I
was surprised that he followed all the calculations in my thesis and paper even though
he was in a quite imperfect condition. Moreover, he was actively supervising two master
students and 2 undergraduate students to attend the workshop of physical society of
Japan. I deeply acknowledge his supervision, but at the same time, I cannot help but
regretting that I put an enormous burden on him.

After that, he was treated at home for pneumonia in the end of 2009, and was again
hospitalized from February of 2010. In April of 2010, I was informed that he started
recovering, and I was looking forward to his return. However, his condition suddenly
changed in May, and he passed away unexpectedly on 6 June 2010.

Just one week before his death, I was discussing a way to cheer up Professor Tasaki
with my collaborators. The news was so sudden, and I could not think anything. |

We should overcome this deep tragedy and we decided to organize this memorial volume
for Professor Tasaki. I thank Professors Hayakawa, Murase, and Sekimoto for giving me
an opportunity to organize this volume. I am grateful to Professors Gaspard and Gilbert
for their advices in coordination of this volume, Professor Barra for letting me to work for
this project, Nosaka-san for the office work, and all the authors for their contributions to
this volume. My special thank is to Professor Tasaki’s wife (Mrs. Hiroko Tasaki), for all
her help starting from the selection of contributors to giving many episodes of Professor
Tasaki. Lastly, as one of his student, I sincerely acknowledge Professor Tasaki, and pray
for the repose of his soul. This special volume is dedicated to the Professor Tasaki and
Hiroko-san.
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