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D-6 The genetic basis of blue eyes in primates
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We have performed sequencing of the region homologous to the conserved region of HERC2 containing the well-supported
causal sitc for bluc/brown polymorphism in humans in the 20 macaques from the PRI. We have obtained scquence data for a
subset of the conserved region of HERC2 in eight of the nine macaques from the Choshikei Monkey Park for which we
obtained DNA, and we are currently working to obtain sequence data for the remainder of the region and the ninth macaque.
So far, we find no single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) or combination of SNPs within the region that segregate(s)
completely with eye color. We are also working with the macaque photographs in order to develop the best way to assess the
quantitative variation in eye color while accounting for technical variation among photos.
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