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Pakistan—China Relations: A View from Pakistan
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Abstract

Pakistan was one of the first countries to recognise the People’s Republic of China in 1950, right
after its establishment in 1949. Since then, Pakistan has tried to maintain close diplomatic relations
with China. Through these relations, Pakistan has gained military and scientific technology,
including nuclear technology, during the course of more than half a century.

Presently, some analysts indicate that the developing relations between the United States
and India have forced Pakistan to build closer ties with China. The main reason for maintaining
close relations for both Pakistan and China has been the threat from India. However, after the
9/11 attacks, Pakistan joined the war on terrorism and its internal situation became radically
unstable. Furthermore, China has witnessed insurgency in the Muslim area of the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, which may be the reason for its hesitation in promoting closer ties with
Pakistan.

Furthermore, international relations in the Asian region are unstable, too. Relations amongst
Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan are not particularly stable and solid. In addition, the involvement
of the United States in this situation is not as steady as it was in the ‘80s or early ‘90s. The close
relations between Pakistan and China are affected by such international relations that exist in
the region. Therefore, Pakistan—China relations should be understood in accordance with the

changing situation.
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