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Two specimens of a sacoglossan, Elysia sp., collected by me from Seto, Kii, Middle
Japan, are suggested here to represent a new species which is distinguished from
any other members of the genus definitely by the possession of warty protuberances
on the neck and pericardial regions along the median line. I would like to thank
Dr. Kikutard Basa for his generous guidance in this case of adding one more species
to the faunal list of Elysia in Japanese waters compiled by him in 1957.

Elysia setoensis sp. nov.

(Japanese name: Seto-midorigai)

Holotype: Found from the shore near the Seto Marine Biological Laboratory on
April 18, 1965. The animal was found crawling on a thallus of the green alga,
Codium pungniformis. Collector: I. HamaTtant. Fixed by Bouin’s fluid in sea water
for later observation and preserved in 709, alcohol. Deposited in the author’s
collection.

Paratype: The paratype was taken together with the holotype, but it was heavily
damaged by casual putrefaction so that only its radula preparation is left at present.

Description: The holotype measures about 7 mm in length from the head to the
tail-tip (Code Ac of Risso-DomiNGUEZ, 1963, in Eolids). Foot-corners slightly
angulated. Head and neck brownish green, but more posteriorly the body appears
rather to be yellowish green. There are clusters of opaque white dots on the head,
parapodial margins, and tail-tip. The minute papillae on the rhinophores and
parapodial lobes are opaque white. In addition to these colour ornaments, there
occur circlets of reddish brown pigment on the outer surface of the body and also on
that of the parapodia. These circlets are absent on the rhinophores and the inner
surface of the parapodia. The sole is yellowish green with scattered reddish brown
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Fig. 1. Elysia setoensis sp. nov.
A. Holotype, dorsal. B-C. Paratype. B dorsal, C ventral.

circlets. The wart on the neck is a colossal protuberance formed of several rounded
tubercles united one another. It is opaque white in colour. A wart of the similar
appearance lies along the median line just above the pericardial prominence. These .
warts, however, became obscure on the preserved specimen in alcohol. The
parapodial margins are each apt to form a series of three inconspicuous lobes. The
penial aperture opens on the right side of the neck, at about the level between the
rhinophore and the eye. The anus is found just below the anterior end of the right
parapodium.

The living paratype did not show any marked difference in the form and colour-
ation of the body from the holotype, except that in the former the general tint was
brownish green from the head to the main part of the body. The radula of the
paratype contains about 9 teeth in the ascending series and 10 teeth in the partially
injured descending series. Each tooth is finely serrulated on the ventral edge, but
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Fig. 2. Elysia setoensis sp. nov., paratype.
A. Radular teeth. B. A tooth from the descending series.

without any of lateral denticulations that were recorded by Macnak (1954, p. 58) on
his Elysia halimedae.

Remarks: The present new species appears to be most closely allied to Elpsia
trisinuata BaBa, 1949, in some external aspects (greenish body-colour, gently sinuated
parapodial margins, etc.) and in the shape of the serrulated radular teeth, but the
former is definitely separated from the latter by the existence of warty protuberances
on the neck and pericardial regions as previously mentioned.
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