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Appearance of terrestrial hermit crab (Crustacea, Anomura) at Bansho-yama
and its vicinities, Shirahama town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan
(May 2011 - September 2012)
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Abstract. During the period between May 2011 and September 2012, particularly in
June to August, a total of 404 individuals of terrestrial hermit crab appeared at Bansho-
yama and its vicinities, Shirahama town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan. On June 6, 2011,
a total of 76 individuals appeared in the morning and evening at the summit of Bansho-
yama, 48 individuals in the evening on June 4, and 20 in the evening on May 31, showing
totally 43.1 % among all (n = 334) in 2011. However, individuals reappeared there are
very few. This behaviour ascribed to a mass shifting.

Key words: terrestrial hermit crab, Bansho-yama, Shirahama, appearance, individual
number, mass shifting.
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Table 1. Appearance of terrestrial hermit crab at Bansho-yama and its vicinities, Shirahama town,
Wakayama Prefecture, Japan in 2011 and 2012.

AP LA I HE AR
FATILIbE A May, 2011 1 20
June, 2011 15 201
July, 2011 1 1
August, 2011 1 1
June, 2012 3 9
RIS T June, 2011 8 24
July, 2011 6 8
September, 2012 1 1
AP EART June, 2011 5 15
July, 2011 13 35
August, 2011 8 22
October, 2011 1 |
November, 2011 1 1
April, 2012 2 8
May, 2012 1 7
June, 2012 3 9
July, 2012 2 14
August, 2012 3 18
September, 2012 1 4
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Table 1. Appearance and reappearance of individuals of terrestrial hermit crab at the summit of Bansho-
yama, Shirahama town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan in 2011.

IRBUEE] (FEBEOFAH) INBHY iR HERE O ¥——%0)
5HTH 31 H) 1 1 20()

6 H#)E (1-10 H) 6 12 164(16)

6 A A (11-15 H) 4 19 21(3)

6 AT (2228 H) 5 8 16(0)

7H#E (3 H) 1 1 1(0)

8 H¥1H (7 H) 1 1 1(0)
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Fig. 1. Survey area of terrestrial hermit crab at Bansho-yama and its vicinities, Shirahama town,
Wakayama Prefecture, Japan (dotted area: sea lower than the intertidal level; areas between
chain lines and solid lines: intertidal rocky and sandy coast). 1: a public walk (dotted line), BL:
light house at Bansho-yama; 2: at around exit of Shirahama Aquarium, Kyoto University (KA);
3: around the God of Fire. & : terrestrial hermit crab rarely appeared; 2 : beach where larvae
were released; I : tiny individuals found.
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