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Rediscovery of a rare species Eurhamphaea vexilligera Gegenbaur (Ctenophora,
Lobata, Eurhamphaeida) collected from Shirahama, Wakayama Prefecture,
Japan after 72 years

Shin Kubota'*

1* Seto Marine Biological Laboratory, Field Science Education and Research Center,
Kyoto University, 459 Shirahama, Nishimuro, Wakayama, 649-2211 Japan

Abstract. Eurhamphaea vexilliger (3.5 cm in length of body proper) was collected from
Shirahama, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan on September 19, 2012 after 72 years, and
morphology and behaviour of this rare species was observed. No “ink injection” was
observed except discharge of solution of iodine tincture after cut of oral lobes in which
numerous “ink droplets” were found. This specimen had more comb plates (40-50) in a
row than the former specimens (c. 30) collected from Shirahama in 1940.
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Table 1. Records of Eurhamphaea vexilligera in Japan.
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Figs 1-4. Eurhamphaea vexilligera collected in Shirahama, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan (1: photo in situ at Seto fishing

harbor; 2, 3: 3.5 cmm in length of body proper, seen from pharyngeal and tentacular planes) and numerous “ink
droplets (4)" of oral lobes that are broken and lost.
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