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Burrow abundance of Ocypode spp. (Crustacea, Ocypodidae) on a beach at
Shirahama town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan

Shin Kubota

1* Seto Marine Biological Laboratory, Field Science Education and Research Center,
Kyoto University, 459 Shirahama, Nishimuro, Wakayama, 649-2211 Japan

Abstract. Burrow abundance of Ocypode spp. living on the “Kitahama beach” of the
Seto Marine Biological Laboratory, Kyoto University, Shirahama town, Wakayama
Prefecture, Japan, was surveyed in September, 2012 when the beach became clean and
uniform conditions after typhoon. In a shaded area surrounded by rocks crab density was
higher, with close distance between neighbouring burrows than that in an open area.
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Fig. 1. Survey of burrow abundance of Ocypode spp.

on a beach (open area:west side) at Shirahama

town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan
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Fig. 2. Neighbouring burrows of Ocypode spp. on a
beach (closed area) at Shirahama town, Wakayama

Prefecture, Japan
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Table 1. Difference of burrow production of Ocypode spp. between a shaded area and an open area of the
beach at Shirahama town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan

2 B MO EHEE (cm)

MR X O B E (FE %)

B X DI - 5L/ PH D 2 fETe
2 X% e 72 E1E (%)

1-10 12.0) 1/0=1(2.8)
11-20 5(10.0) 5/2=7(19.4)
2130 8(16.0) 0/0
31-40 11(22.0) 1/0=12.8)
41-50 7(14.0) 0/0
51-60 6(12.0) 0/1=1(2.8)
61-70 4(8.0) 1/4=5(13.9)
71-80 2(4.0) 0/1=1(2.8)
81-90 5(10.0) 6/1=7(19.4)

91-100 12.0) 2/1=3(8.3)

101-110 0 3/1=4(11.1)

111-120 0 0/0

121-130 0 2/0=2(5.6)

131-140 0 0/2=2(5.6)

141-150 0 1/0=1(2.8)

151-160 0 0/1=1(2.8)

it 50(100.0) 22/14=36 (100.1)
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