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Mysterious absence of bivalve-inhabiting hydrozoans (Hydrozoa,
Leptomedusac) on the coasts of Korea
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Abstract. From 1990 to 2006 we failed to find any population of bivalve-inhabiting hydrozoans on
the coasts of Korea (30 stations), in contrast to the frequent occurrences (at least 13 stations) of the
commensal crabs (Pinnotheres sinensis Shen) and a few copepod species associated with mussels,
despite the existence of favorable habitat and the good size of the potential host population such as
Mytilus galloprovincialis Lamarck and Septifer virgatus (Wiegmann). At Tsushima island near Korea
two species of the bivalve-inhabiting hydroids (Eugymnanthea japonica Kubota and Eutima japonica
Uchida) have been commonly found.

Key words: Bivalve-inhabiting hydrozoans, commensal crabs and copepods, distribution, Korean
coasts, Tsushima Island.
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Loc. No. Localities Coll. date  No. of Ranges of Presence of commensal
(see Fig. 1) (dd/mm/yy) specimens anterior-posterior crabs (Cr)** and
examined  axis length (cm) copepods (Co)***
1 Dagjin, Goseong 01/03/04 13 —
2 Bongpo, Sokcho 10/07/98 25 —
3 Namae, Kangreung 02/06/90 i 9.4 -
25/10/03 35 Co
4 Jangho, Uljin 11/10/05 15 —
5 Imwon, Uljin 26/10/03 22 Co
6 Mangyang, Uljin 07/08/04 18 —
7 Wolpo, Pohang 06/04/91 18 2.8-3.5 —
8 Imgok, Pohang 08/07/06 23 4.6-6.7 —
9 Masan-ri, Pohang 10/02/04 21 —
10 Balsan, Pohang 08/07/06 23 3.6-4.7 Co
11 Gampo, Gyeongju 28/03/05 9 Cr
12 Jeonchon, Gyeongju 30/06/90 12 3.3-7.2 —
13 Bonggil, Gyeongju 25/04/90 3 3.2-45 —
14 Jujeon, Ulsan 19/04/99 6 —
15 Ganjeolgot, Ulsan 21/06/06 25 2.7-4.0 Co
16 Songjeong, Busan 19/10/95% 46% 3.9-9.1* —
21/06/06 92 3.8-53 Cr, Co
21/06/06# 124 2.5-32# —
17 Daebyeon, Busan 21/06/06 52 3.0-7.5 Co
18 Gadeok Is. 28/09/05 8 —
19 Masan Port 20/10/95* 69%* 2.0-8.2% —
20/06/06 23 23-34 Cr
20 Hakdong, Geoje Is. 25/09/90 13 6.2-9.8 Cr
21 Bijin Is., Tongyeong 28/05/94 13 3.2-5.9 —
22 Miruk Is., Tongyeong 19/06/06 50 2.5-7.3 Cr, Co
23 Jangdu Is., Tongyeong 20/06/06 9 4.0-8.7 Co
24 Yeosu Port 02/10/96 127 1.7-6.0 Cr, Co
25 Dolsan Is., Yeosu 20/08/94 6 5.8-7.3 -
26 Wando Is. 20/10/95* 54%* 2.5-8.0* Cr
12/09/96 9 —
27 Jindo Is. 30/06/04 12 —
28 Gwakiji, Jeju Is. 18/10/95# 32# 1.3-3.0# —
29 Sanbanggulsa, Jeju Is. 19/10/95# 86# 1.7-4.4# —
30 Seogwipo, Jeju Is. 19/10/95 9 2.3-7.8 —
19/10/95# 26# 1.6-4.2# —

# Shells examined are Septifer virgatus (& 7 % ¥ A > 2 77 A); all others are Mytilus galloprovincialis (& 5
FFATA).
* Purchased at seafood market at Jeju Is.

** Pinnotheres sinensis Shen (7 4 2 T ¥ /),
*#% Pseudomyicola sp., Modiolicola sp., and a few indeterminate species.
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