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B-61 Study on phylogeography of macaques and langurs in Nepal

Mukesh Kumar Chalise(Central Department of Zoology, Tribhuvan University, Nepal) FTIN*IIGE : JIATS

A total of 18 fecal samples were newly collected from monkey habitats in Shivapuri, Nagarjun and Lantang National Park
in this program. Partial sequences of the non-coding region of mtDNA were compared to assess phylogeography of Nepalese
non-human primates. All except one were finally identified as the Assamese macaque (Macaca assamensis). We compared the
obtained sequence data with those collected in previous program. Multiple alignments for 35 sequences revealed a total of 11
distinctive mtDNA haplotypes in Nepal. They formed a single cluster and belonged to the clade of western subspecies of the
Assamese macaque (M. a. pelops),and were separated from the cluster of the eastern subspecies (M. a. assamensis).

It is necessary to increase the number of study sites to investigate phylogeographic feature of the macaque species.
Langurs were not subjected to DNA analysis in this study due to a paucity of available samples.
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