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Uchimura Kanzo’s Second Coming Movement and
his thought on Zionism and Colonialism

Yoshihiro YAKUSHIGE
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Uchimura Kanzo, a representative Protestant intellectual in modern Japan, reiterated support for the Zionist
movement during a religious campaign called the Second Coming Movement at the end of the First World
War. In the background of this movement was the faith of American Puritanism which idealized the
colonization of the frontier. With the advance of global imperialism and militarism, an eschatological
interpretation of the Old Testament was emphasized increasingly. In that respect, Uchimura’s support for
Zionism was directly influenced by American premillennialism, while its anti-imperial character reflected his
own Pacifism. However, Uchimura’s Zionism was trapped in a European Christian framework, disregarding
the rights of indigenous peoples in settler colonies and condoning a stereotyped image of Jewish people.



