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Summary This paper examines the background of the growing political influence of the General Jewish
Workers “Bund” in Poland in the late 1930s by focusing on its activities within TSYSHO (Tsentrale yidishe
shul-organizatsye ; Central Yiddish School Organization) school network. TSYSHO is an organization that
provided secular education in Yiddish for Jews in Poland. The relationship between TSYSHO movements
and the Bund’s growing social influence in the late 1930s has not been well discussed, because, firstly,
TSYSHO was co-operated by some political parties as well as non-political teachers and activists, and
secondly it has been regarded as having been in decline in the 1930s. However, the Bundists constituted such
an influential part of TSYSHO that it is reasonable to regard TSYSHO as a kind of the Bundist outpost to
promote its ideals. In addition, TSYSHO resonated favorably with not only Jewish workers but also with
broader social strata that had strong attachment to secular Yiddish culture even as late as 1930s. It is quite
likely that the visibility of the Bund in TSYSHO had a positive effect on the development of the Bund.
Through TSYSHO activities, the Bund appealed to the broader Yiddish speaking Jews by fighting for Jewish
cultural autonomy. At the same time, it unified Jewish workers around schools, whose integral ideas were
“workers communities” and “social (ist) schools.”



