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Decorum in Movement :
Dance Images and Its Educational Effects in Mid 15th Century
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Summary Leon Battista Alberti (1404-72), the author of “On Painting” (1435), asserted that the
movement of figures is required in order to show emotional expression in narrative paintings. But on the other
hand, he also suggested that the movement, while expressing emotion, should keep with its decorum. This
definition demanded that both the depicted figures and the painter himself have appropriate (=decorous)
behavior. It is generally thought that it was not until the 16th century that this code of behavior was written
down by the authors such as Castiglione.

This paper aims to show how the behavioral movements were discussed and how they were perceived by
viewers prior to Castiglione’s writings. I attempt to reveal the significance of movements (both depicted and
actual) among educated people. For this purpose, I examine the following mid 15th century texts : Alberti’s
“On Painting”, three different “On dancing” texts and two humanists educational treatises. As these texts
show, the behavior during this period was closely related to ethics, particularly Aristotelian ethics. In
addition, I consider the relationship between movements and viewer’s perception by examining contrastive
dance images depicted repeatedly on cassone panels during this period.



