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Summary
Jiamazi — about Chinese Folk Iconographical Charm in Yunnan

Akimasa Kawano
Meiji University

This thesis describes a kind of folk iconographical charm called as Jiamazi (H %) of Yunnan in China.

Jiamazi is used for prayer to various God, in case of many annual events and each folk religions service.

This kind of prints is an important tool of the folk belief. They are burned and changed into smoke for praying to
God and many evil and good spirits. It has been called as Zhima (#$}) , Shenma (#if) and Jiama (H' ) in
other provinces, widely pervaded among various places. In some places, for example, Zhima means paper () and
horse (M) . This kind of prints accompanies with the names of horse. It contains important meanings, because the
horse connects with between Gods and human being. Consequently, the horse symbolizes the character as media.

Now, this kind of print disappeared in almost many places of China, by the extermination movement, for
example, the “posijiu” (fPUIH) and the “cultural revolution” (SZALKHEAN) | etc, against so called “feudalism
superstition” (3K 15) after People's Republic of China founded. Because it was considered to contain harmful
thought and old custom by government.

But, Jiamazi is not only still using now in Yunnan province, but also has most various contents in China.

This thesis writes not only about historical origin and meaning of Chinese iconographical charm and Jiamazi
charm, but also investigation report on Jiamazi, there are classified into four parts according to the purpose of use,
that is, 1) praying to gods in daily life, 2) The annual events, 3) Religious service in Prayers house, 4)

purification of disasters.
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