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Summary
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Agriculture in mountainous regions has been described as a complex combination of crop farming, forestry, and
animal husbandry, utilizing the diversified environment along with the altitude. Although such concept of verticality
has formed the human landscape of mountainous regions, which has significantly transformed in recent years owing
to socio-economic changes. This study examines the meaning of verticality in the current mountain societies based
on a Ladakhi village in northern India, using detailed agrarian data and field maps.

In the village, most young villagers have been migrating to urban areas to take off-farm jobs or pursue higher
education, causing a labor shortage in the village's agriculture. Additionally, cheap food products are being
imported from the lower plains as government rations, shifting the principal food from barley to rice and wheat.
These changes have decreased the significance of barley cultivation and collapsed the complex altitudinal structure
of agriculture. On the other hands, ecological factors such as verticality have persistently constrained the option of
agrarian management, causing diversified agrarian forms in the various locations within the same watershed. In
considering current socio-economic issues in the mountain villages such as poverty reduction and rural

development, a focus on verticality is persistently necessary for understanding life in the mountain societies.
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