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From Wheat to vegetables: Social Change of Yongzhong Village in Jiangsu
Wang Hua

Located in the eastern Jiangsu, Yongzhong village used to be plant wheat
about twenty-five years ago. After the reform and opening up, it began to grow
vegetables gradually, and succeeded in becoming the vegetable supply base for city of
Shanghai, Wuxi, Yangzhou, Taizhou, Nantong, Yancheng. Thus, the farmers become
rich and live a life like city people. The reason for all this is the joint action of the state
power and market liberalization. Making use of participant observation and interviews
in order to show the social change in this village, the article examine the Chinese state
reluctantly retreat from the management of rural economic activities. And this shows
that the government efforts are associated with the extension of the Maoist policies.
Through a critique of “economic liberalization” rationale, this article discusses that the
social changes in Yongzhong village did not occur in a political vacuum, but rather the
result of the role of the state power and the neo-liberalism. With the ethnographical
approach focusing on Chinese farmers’ lifestyles, I seek to rethink the “three farming”
policies from the social changes of Yongzhong village.

Keywords: rural; vegetable cultivation; social change; neo-liberalism; state power; the

“three farming” policies.
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Localizing Space: Dahang and Baozhou in Action
Fu Qi

Bozhou has been best known for its position as one of centers of traditional
Chinese medicine. This position, however, is impossible to be a result from the market
itself. The local government has been tremendously engaged in the whole process as
making place to be one of cores to the national market of traditional Chinese medicine.
This article examines relationships between Dahang and the position of Bozhou as one
of the traditional Chinese medicine markets that focus on the relationship between
space and place. As a localized space, the establishment of Dahang was drawn on the
historical past of Bozhou. It makes space into two parts, outside and inside, which
makes Bozhou distinctively featured in terms of its locality. Bozhou’s position as one of
cores in traditional Chinese medicine market is stabilized through collection of
symbolic capital in the “inside”; the “outside”, however, also takes chances of the
“inside” to go through. This is the logic of economic operation in the traditional Chinese

medicine market of Baozhou.
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