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Introduction

This short paper considers the key issue of how knowledge of “homeland” and identity
were shared and transmitted in the early-to-mid twentieth century among Nanyang Chinese (Ff
7£34(%) in British Malaya and Singapore. This will be done by reviewing several advertisement
articles and the tone of early publications of the Chinese newspaper, Sin Chew Jit Poh (=1 H¥),
published in Singapore.

For the past three to four years, I have been examining funeral announcement
articles, fizgao GM5), which were inserted in Sin Chew Jit Poh, for the purpose of analyzing
kinship relationships in Chinese-Malaysian society. Funeral announcement articles are
anthropologically interesting materials to investigate in detail, since most of them appeared with
rich information concerning the social relationships between the deceased person and their
relatives, friends, and larger society. Most funeral announcement articles were published with
fixed sets of information concerning the deceased person, such as the exact time of death, the
cause of death, the place of origin in China, the name of the chief mourner, occupations of the chief
mourner and other bereaved, company’s names and positions, and names and kinship terms of
the relatives, along with their places of domicile. In the case of any of the bereaved holding
honorable occupations, such as medical doctor, lawyer, or accountant, occupational titles were also
written. Furthermore, even academic degrees were shown. By analyzing such articles, we can
catch a glimpse of Chinese-Malaysians’ social networks.

In the process of collecting data for the study, I found that significant differences existed
among earlier and present versions of Sin Chew Jit Poh, with respect to the manner of inserting
advertisements, the way of composing articles, and the respective tones of the newspaper. On this
basis, I believed it would be interesting to compare the differences between now and then.
Therefore, the issue this paper addresses is part of my larger project concerning
Chinese-Malaysians’ identities. This discussion will be supplemented by another paper, dealing
with historicity and social changes, which will be published in the near future, so as to understand
Nanyang Chinese holistically.

In this paper, I would like to describe how the knowledge about “homeland” and
emotional attachment toward mainland China was created among Nanyang Chinese by the

desires and efforts of a business leader.

Nanyang Chinese Homeland and Aw Boon Haw

* Researcher, Kyoto University.
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Chinese who had migrated to southeast Asia, in the period from the late nineteenth to
the early twentieth century, mostly originated from the southern provinces of China, such as
Guangdong and Fujian.
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Fig 1: Map of Homeland of Overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia.

In the case of overseas Chinese in Singapore and Malaysia, the major dialect groups of
the Chinese population are Hokkien (Fujian), Canton (Guangdong), Hakka (Kejia), Teochew
(Chaozhou), and Hainan (Hainan).

According to the Encyclopedia of the Chinese Overseas, Fujian is second to Guangdong,
its natives estimated, in 1955, to constitute a little over 30 per cent of all overseas Chinese in
southeast Asia (3.7 million out of 12 million). The distribution of the Fujianese diaspora further
distinguishes it from Guangdong: whereas the vast majority of Chinese in America came from
Guandong, Fujian sent most of its sons and daughters to southeast Asia.

In 1955, Fujianese in Indonesia and Malaya were 50 and 40 per cent respectively of the
Chinese populations of those countries, while in the Philippines their proportion was as much as
82 per cent. Between 1986-90, they were said to be 55 per cent of all Chinese in Indonesia, 37 per
cent of all Chinese in Malaysia, 42 per cent of all Chinese in Singapore, and no less than 90 per
cent of all Chinese in the Philippines.

Although most Chinese abroad frequently take ‘Fujianese’ to denote Hokkien Chinese,
the province is in fact home to other varieties of regional speech; eastern and northern Min
dialects apart, it harbors settlements of Hakka speakers. Yonding GkiE) is predominantly Hakka
speaking (Encyclopedia of the Chinese Overseas, 1999: 31). Many Chinese originating from
Yongding had ventured abroad, taking ships at Shantou or Xiamen for ports down south in
Nanyang or, in a smaller number of cases, travelling overland, by way of the southwestern

Chinese provinces of Guanxi and Yunnan, to Vietham and Myanmar (Burma). Among the
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best-known overseas Chinese of Yongding-origin was Aw Boon Haw (}/{305%).

According to the website based databank for overseas Chinese, Aw Boon Haw was a
Fujian Hakka born, in 1882, to the owner of a Chinese herbal medicine shop, Aw Chu Kin, in
Rangoon, Burma. In his early years, Aw Boon Haw was sent back to his home village, Yonding, for
four years. After coming back to Rangoon, he studied traditional medicine in China, Thailand, and
Japan, and then, along with his younger brother, Boon Par (3Z¥J), took over the medicine shop
from their father, Eng Aun Tong GkZ#%2). Until the 1920s, Aw and his brother expanded their
business to much of southeast Asia, including Thailand, Dutch Indonesia, British Malaya, and
Singapore.

Aw made a fortune with Tiger Balm, an ointment which became a very famous name
in the Chinese world. Relocating to Singapore with Boon Paw, in 1926, Aw firmly established Eng
Aun Tong’s Tiger brand. Later it became known as Haw Par Corporation. He also expanded his
business into newspaper publishing and banking. In 1929, Aw Boon Haw published the Chinese
daily newspaper, Sin Chew Jit Poh, in Singapore, and he aimed to increase its sales in the region

by printing advertisement articles.

Fig 2: Advertisement of Eng Aun Tong, printed in the Sin Chew Jit Poh for January 15% 1950,

Aw Boon Haw also published other Chinese newspaper in several cities in southern
China, such as Fuzhou, Xiamen, Shantou, Hong Kong, and cities in southeast Asia such as
Rangoon, Bangkok, and Penang (in which a remarkable Chinese population existed). This was
often called the ‘star network’ of newspapers (see Figure 3 below), because every newspaper was
characterized, in some manner, by a “star” (e.g. Sin Chew Jit Poh’s ‘sin’ (/&) means star). In 1950,
Aw Boon Haw established Chung Khiaw Bank (5:&#/7) in Singapore. The bank was operated
by Aw Boon Par’s son-in-law, Lee Chee Shan (Z=1{).
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Fig 3: Map of the places where Aw Boon Haw published Chinese newspapers.

Newspaper Publishing as a Noble Obligation

Traditionally, Chinese newspapers ({&#?) have been considered to be one of the most
important social institutions, equal to clan associations (f&[) and ethnic schools (&%), for the
maintenance and promotion of Chinese culture among overseas Chinese communities. Also,
newspapers were considered to be a powerful medium to promote increasing knowledge among
people and to compensate for a lack of education among them (Liu 2002). Of the pages of the first
issue of Sin Chew Jit Poh, we can identify several complimentary articles that praised Sin Chew
Jit Poh as “a star newspaper” GRS, “the light of the press” (S ), “educates people” (-EH
[# R0, “leads society” (FEZ3REF#, and so on (see Figure 4 below).

Fig 4: Complimentary Messages in the Sin Chew Jit Poh of January 15%, 1929.
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There, we can see people’s extremely high expectations for Sin Chew Jit Poh. At the
same time, the newspaper’s tone itself was very educational. For example, on the first page of the
first 1ssue, there was an article that argued for a better position for Nanyang Chinese in mainland
China. Here, we can note their strong orientation toward mainland China, and feelings of
belongingness to China. In contrast, such feelings are not expressed toward their current home,
whether that was British Malaya or Singapore.

This tendency was also verified by the composition of the paper from the first issue of
Sin Chew Jit Poh. The first pages were filled with news of mainland China, and news of their
home villages (Fujian and Guangdong) followed from pages 10-15. After that, from page 15, local
news, such as what was happening in Singapore, British Malaya, Dutch East India, Burma,
Thailand, and the Philippines, then appeared.

By reviewing the first issue of the paper in this way, we can see that in its early stages,
Sin Chew Jit Poh was supposed to be a newspaper that conveyed information to its readers
concerning mainland China, even though it was published in Singapore. Furthermore, it was
expected to improve patriotic knowledge of China and ‘Chinese-ness’ among Nanyang Chinese.
This was prompted by the political leanings and preferences of Aw Boon Haw, who had supported
the Chinese Nationalist Party, Guomindang; in the early Republic of China. In fact, the flag
calligraphy of the Sin Chew Jit Poh was written by Chiang Kai-shek GH11F).

e L T L
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Fig 5: The first page of the first issue of Sin Chew Jit Poh.

Conclusion
In this brief paper, I have given an overview of how the knowledge of Nanyang Chinese

of China and Chinese identity was oriented by newspapers. I have done this by reviewing Sin
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Chew Jit Poh. For a tycoon such as Aw Boon Haw, publishing a Chinese newspaper for overseas
Chinese communities was a kind of philanthropic business, carried out to educate working class
people; however, it was also a part of his expanding business empire at the same time. For Aw
Boon Haw, the owner of the famous Eng Aun Tong’s, Tiger Brand Company, Sin Chew Jit Pohwas
a useful place in which to promote his medical products.

Even though located in a distant place physically, early Nanyang Chinese could
immediately obtain much needed information about their imagined homeland, China, and their
place of ancestry, by reading newspapers. Newspapers were thus a powerful source connecting
Nanyang Chinese and mainland China emotionally in the early twentieth century. This patriotic,
emotional attachment between mainland China and Nanyang Chinese was changed into localized
identities gradually. This changing identity and ‘Chinese-ness’ will be discussed in another paper.
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The Folklore of the Sacred Forest in Okinawa, Japan
Meari HIRAT'

This paper is a report of the presentation did in Nanjing University, China, September
21th of 2012. Through the presentation, I would like to consider about the 3 points. First of all,
“what is a forest?”, next, “what is a sacred forests”, and the most important point to note here is
that “why are the forests thought to be sacred?”.

In the Southwest islands, of Japan, including Amami, Okinawa, Miyako, Yaeyama
islands, there are close to a thousand ‘sacred forests’ where no one is allowed to enter, except the
priestesses. These sacred forests are called ‘Utaki. The Utaki are places which have dense and
various trees. It is believed by local people that there are a number of deities living there. So the
Utak is the house of deities: if someone enters it, they can not return safely. Usually, one village
has more than one Utak, and communal rituals are performed to protect the sacred forests and
deities, by local women priestesses. They pray through the rituals for happiness of the residents,
or they remove negative things from the village, such as disease.

Plate 1: What is a forest?

Over the past few decades, a considerable number of studies have been conducted on
Utaki of Southwest islands, about faith, deities, location and rituals. On the other hand, there has
been no study that tried to answer the third question: why are the forests thought to be sacred?
Therefore, I would like to consider as the sacred forest in the case of Miyako islands of Okinawa,

Japan.

* JSPS research fellow.
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I;labe 2: The sacred forest in Okinawa

Firstly, I would like to start think about the forests. It will be different in Japan from
China, but everyone has a similar image of forest. In October 20th, on 2011, I asked the questions
that “what is a forest?” and “what image does ‘forest’ bring to your mind?’ to students in my
lectures. Most students replied, “ I have never thought about forests, too much”. Some students
said, “it's a comfortable, relaxing place”. On the other hand, some students said, “it's dark,
mysterious, and a little bit scary”, or “there are many trees!” It means, forests are consisted of
many trees. Usually, it is just many trees.

Next, look up the word ‘forest’ in a Japanese folklore dictionary, it is described in two
parts. First, itis “a place where trees grow” . Then moreis “there are only a few instances when
people influence or change the structure of virgin forests and effect its existence in Japan”.
According to dictionary, all this means are shrine forest or sacred forest, because many trees are
often over several hundred years old, continue to exist and these form the basis of the shrine
forests, and sacred forests [Azio eds. 2000:705-706]. I asked my students, again, “what is the
closest meaning of forests to you? ”, 100 students, 40% of them answered “shrine forests or sacred
forests”.

Secondly, focus on the case of Nishihara village in Miyako islands, a part of Okinawa,
Japan. Okinawa is located south of main island of Japan, and consists of more than 160 islands
and has its own individual particular culture, such as languages, foods, rituals and deities.

Nishihara is situated in about three kilometers to the north of Hirara. The population
of Nishihara consists of 494 men and 476 women, a total of 970 people (as of December 2011).
They are mostly cane sugar farmers and who involved in the coastal fishing industry. In 1874,
Nishihara was founded by migrates who came from other parts of Miyako islands, Ikema and
Sarahama [Hirai 2009: 664].

In Nishihara, there are more than 10 sacred forests, it means there are 10 Utaki, and
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communal rituals are performed to protect the sacred forests and deities, by local women
priestesses. The Utakiis around residence.

There is a group of communal rituals known as the ‘Nanamur’, which performs
communal rituals in the village. When residents, especially women, reach a certain age, they have

to join the Nanamui to become priestesses. As a general rule, women first become priestesses

when they reach 46 years of age, and
retire at 55 years old. During those 10

w &) years, they perform the communal
5 ; rituals more than 48 times a year,
Okinaway Amami  kema . .
-3 Y essentially, once or twice a week.
< M ; ; ;
My ] In modern hi-tech society, it
arahama . . .
@ is difficult to be a priestess. If they
Shimaiji o become a priestess, they must be able to
0\,_ . perform the communal rituals, once or

s twice every week and their
responsibility to deity matters always
has to be the first priority without
change. However, their life style is

Map1: The map of Miyakoislands [Hirai 2009:665]

changed. They have jobs, have to take care of their children and family. Recently, most people
think “ why do we have to follow this old-fashioned habit?’. Therefore, it is hard to keep the
Nanamui,

This presentation is about the sacred forests and the questionis “Why are the forests
thought to be sacred?” Firstly, there are trees which are many hundreds of years old, some other
forest go back many centuries and it is believed that those old trees have supernatural powers.
Secondly, during that time, many priestesses have looked after the sacred forests to sing the holy
songs, to bring offering and to pray for the health and happiness of the residents, every time, they
say the same prayers, every day, every week, every month, for over hundred years. Because of this,
I think those forests have become sacred. Before, in Nishihara village, there were many hundreds
priestesses, but now, there are only few priestesses, but they still continue to protect the sacred

forests, to protect deities, by praying the same prayer, again and again.
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From Wheat to vegetables: Social Change of Yongzhong Village in Jiangsu
Wang Hua

Located in the eastern Jiangsu, Yongzhong village used to be plant wheat
about twenty-five years ago. After the reform and opening up, it began to grow
vegetables gradually, and succeeded in becoming the vegetable supply base for city of
Shanghai, Wuxi, Yangzhou, Taizhou, Nantong, Yancheng. Thus, the farmers become
rich and live a life like city people. The reason for all this is the joint action of the state
power and market liberalization. Making use of participant observation and interviews
in order to show the social change in this village, the article examine the Chinese state
reluctantly retreat from the management of rural economic activities. And this shows
that the government efforts are associated with the extension of the Maoist policies.
Through a critique of “economic liberalization” rationale, this article discusses that the
social changes in Yongzhong village did not occur in a political vacuum, but rather the
result of the role of the state power and the neo-liberalism. With the ethnographical
approach focusing on Chinese farmers’ lifestyles, I seek to rethink the “three farming”
policies from the social changes of Yongzhong village.

Keywords: rural; vegetable cultivation; social change; neo-liberalism; state power; the

“three farming” policies.
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Localizing Space: Dahang and Baozhou in Action
Fu Qi

Bozhou has been best known for its position as one of centers of traditional
Chinese medicine. This position, however, is impossible to be a result from the market
itself. The local government has been tremendously engaged in the whole process as
making place to be one of cores to the national market of traditional Chinese medicine.
This article examines relationships between Dahang and the position of Bozhou as one
of the traditional Chinese medicine markets that focus on the relationship between
space and place. As a localized space, the establishment of Dahang was drawn on the
historical past of Bozhou. It makes space into two parts, outside and inside, which
makes Bozhou distinctively featured in terms of its locality. Bozhou’s position as one of
cores in traditional Chinese medicine market is stabilized through collection of
symbolic capital in the “inside”; the “outside”, however, also takes chances of the
“inside” to go through. This is the logic of economic operation in the traditional Chinese

medicine market of Baozhou.
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