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The Present Condition of Graduate School Admission Systems
in East Asia and the Possibility of International Cooperation in
Higher Education

Liyou Han, Junko Kawai, Mariko Mori

Abstract

Based on a comparative study of graduate school admission systems in China, Korea and Taiwan, this
paper a) describes the present conditions of these graduate school admission systems, and b) investigates
the possibility of international cooperation in the East Asian region. We have conducted 1) analyses on
graduate school admission systems, 2) evaluations of actual entrance examination questions, and 3)
questionnaire and interview surveys of concerned parties in eight universities and related institutions.

This paper shows the following: first, that there are local examinations at the graduate level such as
a unified entrance examination for Masters’ candidates in China, which can be considered as one of the
indicators of the academic background of the students in that society. Second, that there are similarities
and differences regarding how graduate education has developed in each society. Third, that detailed
investigations and understanding of the social contexts of graduate education in each society are needed to

promote international cooperation in higher education.

(Project Associate Professor, The Organization for the Promotion of
InternationlRelations, Kyoto University)
(Associate Professor, The International Center, Kyoto University)

(Professor, The International Center, Kyoto University)

37





