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Teruaki Nisuikawa, Shin Kusota, Keiichi Nomura, Gyo Itant and Keiji Iwasaki: New finds of the echiuran,
Ochetostoma erythrogrammon LeuckarT et RUppeLL from coasts of the Kii Peninsula,
Middle Japan (Echiura, Echiuridae]
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Summary

Three specimens of the cosmopolitan echiuran,
Ochetostoma erythrogrammon LruckarT et RUPPELL
were firstly collected mediolittorally from rocky shores
of the Kii Peninsula, Middle Japan in 1994 and 1995. In
the West Pacific, this species has so far been recorded
from the Amami Islands, southern Japan as the northern-
most locality. These specimens are deposited with
registration numbers in parentheses as below at the Seto
Marine Biological Laboratory, Kyoto University. The
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specimen from Kushimoto (No. 297), 40.0 mm in trunk

length, has 16 (anteriorly) to 18 (posteriorly)
longitudinal muscle bands, and 3 pairs of nephridia
which lack gametes. A specimen with 15.5mm long
trunk (No. 296) and the other with 24.5 mm long one
(No. 298), both from Shirahama, are furnished with 18
muscle bands; the former, taken from the coelenteron of
the sea anemone, Anthopleura japonica VERRILL, iS pro-
vided only with 2 pairs of vacant nephridia open behind
the ventral setae, while the latter with 2 pairs of them
behind the ventral setae and an additional one only on

the right in front of the seta, each filled with sperms. All

three specimens have a pair of simple anal vesicies, and
lack the interbasal muscle; by the latter feature these
specimens are clearly distinguishable from Ochefostoma
baronii (Grerr) with 18 longitudinal muscles, only 2
pairs of nephridia open behind the ventral setae, and the
interbasal muscle. Since 1993, several discoveries (unac-
companied with preserved specimens) probably of this
species have been made at Shirahama. Such succeeding
finds and the occurrence of the above-mentioned mature
individual there may suggest that the local population is
self-sustainable.
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