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Rediscovery, after 100 years absence, of a living Lingula (Brachiopoda)

from Hiuchi Nada in the Seto Inland Sea, Japan
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Fig. 1. The site where the living Lingula sp. was found (@) .
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Fig. 2. Lingula sp. from a video-recording made on the coast

at Kan-onji city, Kagawa Prefecture, Japan.
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Summary

Inarticulate brachiopods of the genus Lingula have been
reported to be extinct in Japan’ s Seto Inland Sea ; however, a
living Lingula sp. was video-recorded in April, 2006, on the
coast at Kan-onji city, Kagawa Prefecture, Japan, on the
eastern margin of the Inland Sea’ s Hiuchi Nada embayment.
This is the first record of Lingula from this area in
approximately 100 years. Two surveys conducted at the same
site by SCUBA divers in May and June, 2006, failed to locate
any more specimens. This implies that Lingula remains
extraordinarily rare in the Inland Sea, perhaps represented

only by an occasional waif.



