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Language and Life:

Focusing on Nomura Yoshibei’s Practices of Seikatsu-Tsuzurikata

HIROTA Minako

This paper deals with the seikatsu-tsuzurikata of Nomura Yoshibei (1896-1986), one of the
most influential teachers from the Taisho period to the Showa period. In earlier researches on
Nomura, he was considered to play an important role in seikatsu-tsuzurikata (the art of writing
for child development) and to construct a systematic way of teaching composition at elementary
school. But his philosophy of life, his metaphysical thoughts on vitality, has been
underestimated. This paper focuses on the connection between his systematic way of teaching
composition and his philosophy of life. To find it, the perspective on children in composition
education from the Meiji era to the 1930s helps us analyze Nomura’s philosophy of life. He
considered that a child’s nature is different from an adult’s in the way of recognition in the
practice of his seikatsu-tsuzurikata. Also, he thought that writing about a child’s daily life was a
way of connecting children with adults. These thoughts on teaching composition depend on his
metaphysical thoughts on vitality. However, Nomura’s concept of life shows simply not only
vital strength but also weakness and illness. I assert that the essential point of Nomura’s life

thought lies in finding, paradoxically, strength in weakness.
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