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Abstract

The construction of canals and roads running between the Sea of Japan and Lake Biwa in 1850's
has been researched within the framework of the conflict between the Hikone Clan and the
Obama Clan. Because II Naosuke, Lord of the Hikone Clan, supposed that the canals and roads
would bring a large disadvantage to his Clan though a large interest to the Obama Clan, because
Tsuruga, northern starting point of the canal, is a town of Tsuruga Clan, a relative clan of Obama
Clan.

But I think that the construction was projected by ASANO Nagayoshi, Kyoto Nishi-
Machi-Bugyo, and ex-Yoriki HIRATSUKA Hyosai and was supported by ABE Masahiro,
Minister of the TOKUGAWA Shogunate, and KAWAJI Toshiakira, Kanjo-Bugyo, who was on
very intimate terms with ASANQO. They projected the construction in order to improve the
transportation between Kyoto and the Sea of Japan, where many ships have been transporting
rice and other provisions to Kyoto. Foreign warships threatened Osaka, from where many
provisions were transported to Kyoto. It was feared that if foreign troops should occupied Osaka,
Kyoto would be starved. They needed secure another route of transportation. And then, I
suppose, the project was veiled as a confidential one.

II misunderstood the project. On the other hand, he regarded his clan as traditional
Guardianship of Emperor, which he insisted that was delegated by founders of the Shogunate.
His and his vassals’ self-confidence seems to have complicated the situations. Shortly afterwards
II, who assumed office as Tairo, or Premier in 1856, suppress many people involving ASANO and
HIRATSUKA.

Keywords : ASANO Nagayoshi, HIRATSUKA Hyosai, KAWA]JI Toshiakira, Defense of Kyoto,
Oppression in Ansei Period



