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Abstract

This paper is discussing about the movement of revival the “Meiji” in post-war era, focusing on
attitude of two intellectual elites ; Takeo Kuwabara and Yoshimi Takeuchi.

Kuwabara who is totally forgotten today, by contrast, Takeuchi still remains as an influential
figure in Japanese academic society. What determined the destiny of these two?

The pivotal point is found in the famous sentence “there is not a post-war anymore now”
appeared in the economic white paper of 1956.

For Kuwabara who would like to advocate a “re-evaluation of the Meiji”, “Gen-go”
(Japanese name of era) is a symbol of unique history of Japan which is very different from that of
the West described by A.D.

This is because periodization by “Gengo” (ex. “Showa” and “Meiji”) is more familiar for
ordinary Japanese at that time than by “pre-war” or “post-war”, and he keenly felt it.

Therefore Kuwabara is remembered by people today only as a good observer of the time.

On the other hand, Takeuchi tried desperately to express his loathing for “Showa” and the
revival boom, examining “Melji” era in a negative way.

Despite being a proposer of “Centennial Meiji Restoration”, he himself confused by the
magnitude of that event.

Because he knew it is the history accumulated after “Meiji Restoration” which defined his
identity.

Both two intellectuals facing the Japanese “modern” had shown their historical conscious-
ness in a series of discourse about “Centennial of Meiji” and “Gen-go”. These are the very
typical figures suffering in the Japanese “modern”.

Keywords : Historical Consciousness, Periodization, Post-war
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