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Résumé

One thesis has been presented by Kyoetsu Kasai as to the formation of forest-land ownership
in Forestry Area Yoshino and the role of so-called ‘silviculture by lease’ in it. But, about this
theme we think there are many problems to resolve through discovery and examination of
facts.
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In this study, as the first step of such attempts, we intend to research how the forest leases
have been contracted, sold and bought since about 1800. The summary of each chapter is as
follows;

(ID 1t has already been made clear by Dr. Kasai that the intrinsic nature of ‘silviculture by
lease’ consists in sales of standing trees for the limited term of years (‘RYUBOKU NENKI
HANBAT). And he declears that under the power of priviledged great wholesale timber merchants
in large cities, its course of development was fundamentally as follows; ‘division of the
communally owned forest-land to its member’— ‘formation and collapse of peasant type arbori-
culture’ — ‘its outflow to absentee capitalists’. Is this thesis correct? At the end of Tokugawa
period, the peasants in Yoshino had not yet experienced the class diferentiation, so that we can
rarely find the arboriculture by the small independent producers. And according to the deeds of
the sales in those days, we often find the case that community sold their lands directly to the
absentee capitalists. On that occasion the purchasers were the absentees, but they were mainly
middle-class timber merchants who live in near the village, and the priviledged wholesale timber
merchants had not direct interposition.

(IID By tracing the trend in ‘silviculture by lease’ since Meiji era (‘surface rights’ as leagal
term), the popular view cannot be accepted that this system has played a role to introduce the outside
capital for afforestation. Establishment and trade of surface rights of land shows the same
tendency as that of land properties. It seems that both of them are for the building of assets, not
the forest management. Large forest owners rather endeavor to get the forest-land in their

possession, in order to establish the organization of management.
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