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A Trial of Radiotracking of Japanese Black Bear
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Résumé

An experiment to trace the movements of Japanese black bear, Selenarctos thibetanus japoni-
cus, using radiotracking system was carried out in the Ashu Experimental Forest of Kyoto
University. .

The weight of the transmitter including inflexible collar band was 1300 g.  The frequency
of the carrier wave was 52.6 MHz., and the battery life was about 160 days. The receivers
used in the present experiments were portable type and designed for mountain use weighing
1.6 kg.

The bear (male, 4 years old, 50 kg.) trapped in September 1968, had caged to the next
spring. Then he had fitted with the collar-type transmitter and released on June 11, 1969.
The bear’s movements were tracked for only 4 days, but fairly located on the map. The
moving area during the fast 3 days was about 0.15 km?. The tests of available area of the
radiotelemetry system were also carried out especially in relation to the topography. Ac-
cording to these experiments, some problems concerning the application of radiotracking
system to the ecological study of large mammals were discussed.
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