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Résumé

JIn this paper, the author discusses the timber merchants of Yoshino district, called
“Yoshino-yamamoto-shonin’, and the persons in charge of timber circulation in the
latter part of the Edo period.

The facts found in this study are as follows;

1. ‘Yoshino-yamamoto-shonin’ consist of three kinds of timber merchants: Omodachi-
shomin, merchants on a large scale in the central area of Yoshino; Komae-shonin, merchants
on a small scale, also in the central area, and Shure-donya, a sort of financial merchant in
the outer area of Yoshino.

2. Almost half of the villagers worked as Komae merchant, and played an important
part in timber production.

3. Omodachi merchants and Shiire-donya merchants provided sufficient finances for
Komae merchants.

4. The timber merchants had union to look after their interests, in the village, in
the Go (consisting of several villages), and in the Gun (consisting of several Go).

5. The timber products made into rafts were floated to Wakayama where some of
them were sold to brokers. The rest were transported to Osaka by ship and were sold
there. A

6. The timber merchants at Yoshino took the lead in the entire process of timber cir-
culation.



