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Résumé

1. Though the Tera villages are included to the famous forestry region Ina (Nagano
Prefecture), their inhabitants used the forest lands generally as the grass cutting area.
In Tokugawa era they were governed directly by Shogunate.

2. Concerning to the forest lands around the Tera villages, we can find two types of
ownership. Some lands were commonly owned and used (so-called Iriai) by six com-
munities, three of which belonged to the Tera villages, and the rest elsewhere. Other
lands named Uchiyama were privately possessed, but the proprietorship was not exclusive,
for the village inhabitants could cut the grass based on their right of common only after
summer. '

3. According to the analysis of the ancient documents, I have introduced an event,
where two communities tried to exclude the common use of another community. From
the documents we can see that the right of common upon Uchiyama was in fact authorized
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by the governer.

4. 1 have noted another event, where a community wanted to restore the privately
possessed parcels, which had been once sold over from the village inhabitants to an absentee
landowner, and appealed to the court. It means that the ownership of the forest land
was not absolute, and sometimes might be controlled by the community.



