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Conservation of Wild Bears and Control of it’s Damage to
' Forest Trees (II)

Hiroyuki WATANABE and Akira Komivama
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Résumé

Wild japanese black bear (Selenarctos thibetanus japonicus Schlegel) is the most destruc-
tive mammal especially to the coniferous tree in central Japan. In order to control
their damages to forest trees and to conserve them, more detailed information about
their population, age structure, habits etc, is required, The result obtained from the
field research are as follows:

1. Bear population in Oura peninsula in Maizuru City

During the past several years, 4-13 bears were captured per year. By the estimation
formula of Dr. Morishita & Mizuno, 30 bears were in the peninsula and their density
was 0.3 /kma?.

2. Distribution of the damaged cryptomeria trees and their actual conditions

16 to 609, of the trees in 18 years old stands were damaged. The damaged trees were
over 10cm D. B. H. The trees those barks were stripped over 509, round became ab-
normal in physiology. The trees began to produce cones or to defoliate. Over 70%,
of them were dead.

3. Litter size

Of 103 cases, in 32 cases a bear produced one cub and in 70 cases a bear did two
cubs, only in one case three cubs. Sex ratio of 42 cases were as follows: 192-4, 15-3,
12-16-29, 22-5, 24-1. The case of one female and one male are aboundunt.



