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The Labour Power of Tree Felling-Carrying and its Orgarizotion

— The changing process of its quality in Keihokucho,
Kyoto prefecture
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Summary

(1) In the beginning and the middle of the 1960’ss, the felling and logging system in
Keihoku-cho, was mainly supported by labourers, who were engaged in their own farm
management.

These part time forestry workers were regionally united in a body and mainly formed
the contracting workers groups (called Kumi) .

They were normally free and oceasionally employed. There were no hierarchieal control
among them.
(2) Sinee 1965, causing to the increase of imported lumbers, log dealers generally cannot
survive unless they become producers and advance the mecanization and rationalisation.
However, in the developed forest regions such as Keihoku-cho, it was not allowable to
neglet the quality of log in order to increase the logging produetivity.
(8) The innovation in the removal of log has occured, which was introduced by logging
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eontractors.

This is adaptive technique for not only the increase of produectivity but also the
improvement of their marketing.
(4) The change in the labour situation caused by mechanization has brought the increase
of the share of full-time employess and it also brought the collapse of the traditional
“Kumi”. And differentiation of dealers has become clearer.
(5) Now, they don’t work on their own account, and are on the way to becoming the real
wage workers controlled under the authority of a manager. However it should be noted
that there are new important problems that they get older and older and more frequently
injured.



