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Summary

Yellowstone National Park was born in 1872 as a first national park in America. Informa-
tions of national parks were introduced to Japan early in the 20th century, in the end of the
30th in Meiji era. At that time the people’s consciousness for the nation was rising in Japan.

Introducers translated national parks differently into Japanese and understood them from
their own points of view. Their national park ideas were naturally different and biased
personally. ;

The Nippon-jin, an ultranationalistic journal which Seikyd-sha published, commented on
national parks in 1905. The word used for the translation was “Koku-en”. Its comment
was quoted in the Sytkan Heimin Shimbun, a weekly paper, and re-recorded in the Chaé-kéron,
a general magazine.

Masaharu Anezaki, a scholar of religion, commented on the national park idea in the Taiyd,
a general magazine. His Japanese equivalent was also “Koku-en”. His idea was near
ultranationalism or Japanese nationalism which was advocated by Chogyt Takayama.

Zenshird Tsuboya, a journalist, visited Yosemite National Park with Anezaki in 19807.
He wrote his impressions on Yosemite and adopted “Kokuritsu-kden”, grasping national parks
as one of sightseeing resources.

Manabu Miyoshi, a botanist, was influenced by H. Conwentz and grasped national parks
as a means for preservation of national monuments. He used “Kokuyt-kéen’ or “Kokusetsu-
kéen”, but mainly national park in Japanese syllables,

Yoshio Kinoshita, who belonged to the Railway Bureau, spoke in the Imperial Diet about
national parks in Canada and America with a view to management of the Railway. He used
“Kokuritsu-kéen” for national parks.

Thus there appeared several Japanese translations of national park in its dawning period.
Sometimes national park was confounded with a mere public park. But “Kokuritsu-kden”
was finally selected as the legitimate translation in 1920s. The process of this selection is
considered to have been the process of forming Japanese idea of national parks.





