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Study on the production structure of low quality lumber
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Résumé

Since 1965, in Japan the imported timber has increased and has been consumed
mainly as building materials in big cities. Under this situation many sawmills, which had
produced lumber using domestic logs, changed their production systems. And some big
lumber producing areas consiting of many sawmills were established, which supplied
high-quality lumber to all over Japan.

But in present time a lot of small sawmills using domestic logs are still remaining,
except the big lumber producing areas.

I investigated some of them located on the outskirts of Kobe City in Hyogo Prefecture,
and found the reason whﬁ; they could maintain their production. The reasons are :

(1) Almost of them are supplying special sized lumber or small lot lumber with low-
quality demanded in big cities and their suburbs.

2) Some of them run building trades as a side-work. They purchase the lumber
made in the big lumber producing areas as their building materials from wholesellers
in Kobe City. Because they could not produce such high-quality lumber in their mills.

Consequently, we can say that they avoid competing with the sawmills in the big
lumber producing areas or the big ones using imported timber, rather coexisting with
them. It is the reason why they can exist.





