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Résumé

Recently, in spite of the decrease of wood housing rate, the number of pre-fabrica-
ted wood houses and platform-constructed wood houses is increasing in Japan. But
almost of the lumber used for those houses are imported from North America.

On the other hand, the contents of wood imported to Japan changed in two
points.

First, wood imported from North America got the first place in the term of
volume. Second, the lumber volume imported from North America increased instead
of decrease of imported logs from North America. The author analyzed the factors
of the changes from both sides of suply and demand. The main factors are follow-
ing:

DThe side of wood supply: Since 1970's, the contents of forest resources available
in Canada and U.S.A have been changing. At the same time, the production-struc-
ture of lumbering industry changed radically, so the the lumbering industry in
North America gained the ability to produce the lumber as the modernized materia-
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Is.
@The side of wood demand: In Japan, some big housing companies are suppling

the pre-fabricated and platform-structured houses. When they produce or built
them, they need the lumber whose quality is fitting to the house production or
house construction.

So, the saw mills which can supply the lumber demanded by big housing com-
panies in Japan are only the ones located Canada and U.S. A. because of their mass
production system and ability to produce such modernized lumber. This is why the
relationship between the big housing companies in Japan and the saw mills in North
America becomes tighter and tigter through trading directly the lumber.



