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Damage to Japanese Cypress Plantation by Wild Hare
with Special Reference to Judgement of Damage.
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Resume

Damage to newly planted Japanese cypress (Chamaecyparis obtusa) caused by wild
hares was investigated in Nara.

Rate of damage at two years after planting was estimated at 82.1% Damage type
could be divided mainly into two types, 1) cutting of stem and branches-at the
lower part and 2) peeling bark. However, in many cases it was a mixture of them.
The percentage of cutting type damage was estimated at 52.8% and that of peeling
type damage 12.2%.

After one year, effects of damage and process of recovery were checked. Of the
non-damaged trees 83.1% had normal growth and 4.7% had withered. However, of
the trees with cutting type damage 14.4 had normal growth, 23.6% had withered and
33.4% had extremely abnormal growth. In addition, of the trees with cutting and
peeling damage [4.4% had normal growth, 23.6% had withered and 33.4% had ex-



24

tremely abnormal growth,

In total, 36.0% of the trees damaged by hares had normal growth, 17.8% had with-
ered and 23.2% had exiremely abnormal. About a half of the trees with cutting or
peeling damage continued to grow. In conclusion, the rate of withering caused by
the hares was extremely high.





