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The structure changes of supply-demand
of the logs from Southeast Asia, and the Adaptation

of the industries depending on the Southeast Asia logs in Japan.
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Summary

The logs from Southeast Asia have been used by plywood mills and sawmills as
their materials in Japan. And both of them had developed after the World-War II depend-
ing on the cheap and high-quality Southeast Asia logs.

But since 1975 the log-supply situation has changed. The forest resources in Southeast
Asia has been decreasing and many countries in Southeast Asia prohibited exporting
logs. The result was the log price rise and the quality detorioration of imported logs.
Furthermore, wood products imported from Southeast Asia contries have increased
recently.

On the other hand, since 1975 the domestic demand for the wood products made of
the Southeast Asia logs has tended to shrink because of the price rise.

The plywood mills could reduce the processing cost and cope with the fungibles of
plywood depending on the new processing technique for low quality logs. But recently
imported plywood from Southeast Asia countries has been invading gradually the
plywood market in Japan depending on the high-quality logs.

The sawmills could not develop any new technique. The result was the shrinkage
of lumber demand, and the number of sawmills has decreased.

Therefore the both of industries in Japan may disappear in near furture.





