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Summary

The recreational use is recognized as one of the major uses of the national forests in the

United States. More than two hundred landscape architects are engaged in the recreation

planning and design process.

The recreational use of national forests occurred before their official establishment, but

gradually 1t became recognized by the Forest Service before the First World War. In 1919 the

first landscape architect named Arthur H. Carhart was employed as a recreation engineer.
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He struggled to persuade both the Forest Service and the National Park Service in addition
to the general public in order to obtain the support to the recreation in the national forests.
He not only made comprehensive recreation plans but published many articles on the
recreation. Though he resigned the Forest Service disappointed, his effort beard big fruit
later.

Magazine articles of that period reveals the situation of the recreation as well as the
perception. The forest service officially supported the recreation especially after the
establishment of the National Park Service. However, some foresters were negative to the
recreation, thinking the priority should be placed under the commodity uses. Thus, Carhart
and supporters of recreation had a hard time, but this struggle contributed to the creation of
new recreational uses, which are less developed in terms of facilities than those supplied by
the National Park Service.

Carhart broadened the field of landscape architecture by adding the new concept named
wilderness. It can be said that the hard situation both the forest service and Carhart had

encountered cultivated the progress of the forest recreation in the national forests.



